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HIST-1201-Modern World History-SEC027-1051
 	Themes in Twentieth Century World History: Empires, Independence and Globalization

Syllabus – Winter Session

[bookmark: _gjdgxs]December 28, 2026 - January 15, 2027	

[bookmark: _30j0zll]*Excluding materials for purchase, syllabus information may be subject to change. The most up-to-date syllabus will be located within the course in HuskyCT.
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Course and Instructor Information

Course Title:  Twentieth Century World History
Credits:  3
Format:  fully online
Prerequisites:  none
Professor:  Brad Simpson

Email: Please use the Course Messages tool in HuskyCT to contact me 
Telephone: (860) 486-0644
Office Hours/Availability:  By Appointment
[bookmark: _1fob9te]
Course Materials
Required Texts: 
Schoppa, R. Keith. The Twentieth Century: A World History, edited by Keith Schoppa,  Oxford University Press, 2021. Available in the UConn Library for free: https://uconn-storrs.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/fulldisplay?docid=cdi_askewsholts_vlebooks_9780190497385&context=PC&vid=01UCT_STORRS:01UCT&lang=en&search_scope=MyInst_and_CI&adaptor=Primo%20Central&tab=Everything&query=any,contains,The%20Twentieth%20Century:%20A%20World%20History%20Keith%20Schoppa&offset=0

Additional course readings and media are available within HuskyCT, through either an Internet link or Library Resources 
[bookmark: _3znysh7]Course Description

This course will explore select themes in global history since the 1870s - the rise and fall of twentieth century empires; colonialism and the emergence of independent nation-states; revolutions of the twentieth century (political, technological, rights), wars, climate change, and the phenomenon of "globalization" - that shape the contemporary world. It is not an attempt at a comprehensive history, and many things, places, events, and people will be left out. Rather, this course will be a sustained effort in assessment and interpretation. There are no prerequisites for taking this course, which meets Common Curriculum Content Areas 1, 2.
[bookmark: _2et92p0]
[bookmark: _tyjcwt]Course Description and Promises
[bookmark: h.o2bwdbsz2pfb] 
This course will explore select themes in global history since the 1870s - the rise and fall of twentieth century empires; colonialism and the emergence of independent nation-states; revolutions of the twentieth century (political, technological, rights), wars, climate change, and the phenomenon of "globalization" - that shape the contemporary world. The focus in this course will be on dynamics - those that have helped to integrate the world (technology, the movement of people, goods, ideas, etc.) and those that have helped to fragment it in various ways (think wars, the sharpening of local identities). It is not an attempt at a comprehensive history, and many things, places, events, and people will be left out. Rather, this course will be a sustained effort in assessment and interpretation, and an introduction to the kinds of thinking, methods, and sources employed by people who consider themselves part of the scholarly conversation that we call “global history.”  It’s an attempt to demonstrate and give you the opportunity to practice the kinds of thinking and reasoning that world and global historians engage in on a daily basis, and to connect these ideas and ways of thinking to things you find important in your own lives. 
This course aligns with topics of inquiry 2 and 5 of the UConn Common Curriculum.
Course Learning Objectives
[bookmark: h.qadz7w5ykas8] 
In order to think like a historian of the twentieth century world you need to learn how to read and write like one.  By the end of this course, students should be able to:

CLO1. Analyze major phenomena in world history since 1873 such as imperialism, revolution, state-building, decolonization, the Cold War, and globalization, as well as the ideologies which emerged to justify them.
CLO2. Assess some of the major forces that have helped to integrate the world and others that have helped to fragment it, including the movement of peoples, goods, and ideas, technological transformations, and various internationalisms.
CLO3. Explain some of the ways that women, migrants, workers, refugees, anticolonial activists, soldiers, and others often viewed as marginal in international politics contributed to shaping important historical events such as World War I and decolonization.
CLO 4 Apply historical methodological skills of critical thinking, research, and writing based on both primary and secondary sources.

Alignment of Common Curriculum & Course Learning Objectives with Assessments

[bookmark: _17dp8vu]

The Common Curriculum prepares students to tackle 21st-century challenges by combining coursework across disciplines to expand their worldviews, enhance their range of skills, and develop into critical, creative, emotionally intelligent, and interdisciplinary thinkers. The Curriculum is designed to help students learn to be versatile in a rapidly changing world; combine knowledge in innovative ways; apply learning strategies to new contexts, including their major; see local and global patterns and the interconnectedness of intellectual work; and appreciate how we need each other to tackle today’s challenges.
The University has defined student learning objective (what a student should know, be able to do, or attitudes/beliefs they should possess by the end of the course) for each Topic of Inquiry in the Common Curriculum. Each Common Curriculum course aligns to one or more of those objectives. The course’s student learning objectives align to the Common Curriculum objectives; course assessment (assignments, exams/quizzes, etc) align to both the course learning objectives and the Common Curriculum objectives.

	[bookmark: _4uuvjgypaol]Topic of Inquiry
	Common Curriculum objective
	Course student learning objective(s)
	Course assessment(s)

	TOI 2
	1.Students will be able to analyze the cultures in a given society in their historical, linguistic, and/or sociopolitical context through an understanding of a broad array of historical actors, narratives, artistic forms, power structures, technologies, and/or beliefs.
	· CLO 1, 2, 3
	Social Readings, Document Analyses, History Lab, Social Readings

	TOI 2
	2. Students will be able to engage with a variety of perspectives in the global community, distinguish their own cultural patterns, and, through a process of dialogue and/or critical self-reflection, respond flexibly to multiple worldviews.
	· CLO 1, 2, 3
	Social Readings, Document Analyses, History Lab, Social Readings

	TOI 5
	Using theories and methods of social scientific or humanistic inquiry, students will be able to critically examine how institutions and values are justified and/or how they relate to political, social, economic, or familial institutions.
	· CLO 1, CLO 4
	Social Readings, Document Analyses, History Lab, Social Readings


Course Outline 

	Modules
	Dates

	Week 1:  Age of Empire, First and Second World Wars
	                      Mon., 12/28 - Sun., 1/3


	Week 2:  Cold War, Decolonization, and the Emergence of Nation States
	Monday 1/4 – Sunday 1/10

	Week 3:  Twentieth Century Revolutions, End of Cold War, Age of Globalization
	Monday 1/11 – Friday 1/15

	Final Exam/Essay  
	Sat 1/16 [last day of course]



Note: See the Course Schedule within the course (HuskyCT) for specific due dates.

Week 1  The Age of Empire and World Wars
	What is World History? Questions, themes, Approaches 
Michael Geyer, Charles Bright, “World History in a Global Age” The American Historical Review, Volume 100, Issue. 4 (Oct., 1995), 1034-1060     
Empire, Capitalism, and their discontents	
Paul A. Kramer, "Empires, Exceptions, and Anglo-Saxons: Race and Rule between the British and United States Empires, 1880-1910," Journal of American History, 88 (March 2002), 1315-53
	The First World War and Its Aftermath
Manela, Erez. “Imagining Woodrow Wilson in Asia: Dreams of East- West Harmony and the Revolt against Empire in 1919.” American Historical Review, December 2006, 1327-1351. 
	The Interwar Period and Internationalism
Joachim C. Haberlim, “Between Global Aspirations and Local Realities: The Global Dimensions of Interwar Communism.” Journal of Global History 7, no. 3 (2012): 415–37.
WWII and the shattering of the 19th Century World Order
Motadel, David. “WWII The Global Authoritarian Moment and the Revolt against Empire.” The American Historical Review 124, no. 3 (June 1, 2019): 843–77. https://doi.org/10.1093/ahr/rhy571.

[bookmark: _Hlk20227967]Week 2:  Cold War, Decolonization, and the Emergence of Nation States 
	Reconstructing World Order and the Origins of the Cold War
Odd Arne Westad, "The Cold War and the International History of the Twentieth Century." in The Cambridge History of the Cold War: Volume 1: Origins, ed, 1-19.
	Decolonization and the World After Empire
Nick Cullather. “Damning Afghanistan: Modernization in a Buffer State,” Journal of American History, Volume 89, Issue 2, September 2002, Pages 512–537.
	Cold War Interventions
Latham, Michael. “The Cold War in the Third World, 1963–1975.” In The Cambridge History of the Cold War: Volume 2: Crises and Détente, edited by Melvyn P. Leffler and Odd Arne Westad, 2:258–80.
	Global Public Health and the Cold War
Medcalf, Alexander. “Between Art and Information: Communicating World Health, 1948–70*.” Journal of Global History 13, no. 1 (March 2018): 94–120.
	The Changing World Economy in the 1960s and 1970s
Gilman, Nils. “The New International Economic Order: A Reintroduction.” Humanity: An International Journal of Human Rights, Humanitarianism, and Development 6, no. 1 (2015): 1–16.

Week 3: Twentieth Century Revolutions, the End of the Cold War and the Age of Globalization
	Revolutions – Human Rights, the Environment, Technology
Moyn, Samuel.  Not Enough: Human Rights in an Unequal World. Cambridge, UNITED STATES: Harvard University Press, 2018.  Introduction (pp. 1-11).
	The End of the Cold War
Brown, Archie. “Perestroika and the End of the Cold War.”   Cold War History   7, no. 1 (February 1, 2007): 1–17.  
	Globalization and the War on Terror	
Bryan S. Turner, Robert J. Holton, “Infectious disease and globalization,” in The Routledge International Handbook of Globalization Studies, 216-236. (12)
	Climate Change, Global Illiberalism, and the Future of History







[bookmark: _3dy6vkm]Course Requirements and Grading

Summary of Course Grading:

	Course Components
	Weight

	History Labs 
	25%

	Perusall Social Reading
	25%

	Document Quizzes
	25%

	Final Exam
	25%




History Lab
Three times during this short course you will conduct a short research project on one of the course topics for that week, looking up 1-2 newspaper articles or other contemporary sources (from say WWI, or the 1955 Bandung Conference) and writing a short analysis and reflection on them that connects them to the readings for the week. This is a miniature example of the sort of things historians do - putting primary (contemporary) sources in conversation with secondary (written afterwards, by scholars) sources to ask questions of historical significance or interest and make arguments.
You will complete a total of 5 History Labs at 1 points each (total points =5). 

Document Quizzes
Document quizzes are intended to give students practice in critical reading. The quizzes will ask you to break down the argument of one of the module’s readings and to assess the arguments strengths, weaknesses, and level of persuasion. You will complete a total of 5 document quizzes at 5 points each (total points = 5). 


Perusall Social Readings
Each week you will have the opportunity to socially read two articles with your colleagues using the social reading program Perusall. The purpose of this is give you practice in identifying the arguments scholars make the and logic and evidence scholars used to support them, and to identify questions that the readings raise for you. You will complete a total of 5 Perusall Readings at 1 point each (total points = 5)



Final Exam/Essay	
The Final Exam/Essay will be a cumulative essay in which students will be asked to make arguments about central themes of modern world history. These will be formal papers: a thesis will be presented and argued through use of primary historical sources, and proper citation of sources will be required. The instructor will provide question prompts. More details will be provided in HuskyCT. The final exam is worth 5 points. 

*More details for these assignments are provided in the course shell (HuskyCT).  See the Course Schedule for due dates on all assignments. 


Grading Scale:

	Grade
	Letter Grade
	GPA

	93-100
	A
	4.0

	90-92
	A-
	3.7

	87-89
	B+
	3.3

	83-86
	B
	3.0

	80-82
	B-
	2.7

	77-79
	C+
	2.3

	73-76
	C
	2.0

	70-72
	C-
	1.7

	67-69
	D+
	1.3

	63-66
	D
	1.0

	60-62
	D-
	0.7

	<60
	F
	0.0



Due Dates and Late Policy

All course due dates are identified in the course shell (HuskyCT). Deadlines are based on Eastern Standard Time; if you are in a different time zone, please adjust your submittal times accordingly. The instructor reserves the right to change dates accordingly as the semester progresses.  All changes will be communicated in an appropriate manner.


Feedback and Grades

For course questions via the Course Messages tool in HuskyCT, I will respond within 24 hours. For graded feedback on assignments, I will make every effort to provide feedback and grades within 48 hours after the due dates. To keep track of your performance in the course, refer to My Grades in HuskyCT.

Student Responsibilities and Resources 

As a member of the University of Connecticut student community, you are held to certain standards and academic policies. In addition, there are numerous resources available to help you succeed in your academic work. Review these important standards, policies and resources, which include:

· The Student Code
· Academic Integrity
· Resources on Avoiding Cheating and Plagiarism
· Copyrighted Materials
· Netiquette and Communication
· Adding or Dropping a Course
· Academic Calendar
· Policy Against Discrimination, Harassment and Inappropriate Romantic Relationships
· Sexual Assault Reporting Policy

Students with Disabilities

The University of Connecticut is committed to protecting the rights of individuals with disabilities and assuring that the learning environment is accessible.  If you anticipate or experience physical or academic barriers based on disability or pregnancy, please let me know immediately so that we can discuss options. Students who require accommodations should contact the Center for Students with Disabilities, Wilbur Cross Building Room 204, (860) 486-2020 or http://csd.uconn.edu/.

Blackboard measures and evaluates accessibility using two sets of standards: the WCAG 2.0 standards issued by the World Wide Web Consortium (W3C) and Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act issued in the United States federal government.” (Retrieved March 24, 2013 from Blackboard's website)
[bookmark: _1t3h5sf]
Software Requirements and Technical Help

The software/technical requirements for this course include:

· HuskyCT/Blackboard (HuskyCT/ Blackboard Accessibility Statement, HuskyCT/ Blackboard Privacy Policy)

· Adobe Acrobat Reader (Adobe Reader Accessibility Statement, Adobe Reader Privacy Policy)

· Word processing software (e.g., MS Word) Microsoft Office (Microsoft Accessibility Statement, Microsoft Privacy Statement)

*If you do not have access to MS Word you can access MS Office products using UConn's virtual software platforms (UCONN AnyWare or SkyBox) - Click here

· Dedicated access to high-speed internet with a minimum speed of 1.5 Mbps (4 Mbps or higher is recommended).

NOTE: This course has NOT been designed for use with mobile devices.

Help

Technical and Academic Help provides a guide to technical and academic assistance.

This course is completely facilitated online using the learning management platform, HuskyCT. If you have difficulty accessing HuskyCT, you have access to the in person/live person support options available during regular business hours through the Help Center.  You also have 24x7 Course Support including access to live chat, phone, and support documents.
[bookmark: _4d34og8]
Minimum Technical Skills

To be successful in this course, you will need the following technical skills:

· Use electronic mail with attachments.
· Save files in commonly used word processing program formats.
· Copy and paste text, graphics or hyperlinks.
· Work within two or more browser windows simultaneously.
· Open and access PDF files. 

University students are expected to demonstrate competency in Computer Technology. Explore the Computer Technology Competencies page for more information.

[bookmark: _2s8eyo1]
Evaluation of the Course

Students will be provided an opportunity to evaluate instruction in this course using the University's standard procedures, which are administered by the Office of Institutional Research and Effectiveness (OIRE). 

Additional informal formative surveys may also be administered within the course as an optional evaluation tool.
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