


[bookmark: _asbrdubhdna0]Course Schedule - POLS 2618 - Winter 2027
All assignments are due at 11:59 PM ET unless otherwise specified.
	Module & Dates
	Readings, Videos, Resources
	Activities, Assessments (Due dates)

	Orientation
Available 12/22
	Course Orientation
· Course Syllabus
· Instructor’s information
· Course organization and tools
· Academic policies and tips
	· Syllabus Quiz (Mon., 12/29) 
· Submit Practice Assignment (Mon., 12/29)
· Class Introductions Discussion Board (DB) (12/29)

	Module 1
12/29 – 1/2

	Introduction to Economic Inequality in the U.S.
· Introduction to Key Concepts and Issues
· Racial Wealth Gap and Gender Wage Gap
· Income Inequality
· Citation Style for Written Assignments
· Collective Action Problems
· Module Essay Tests: How to Succeed
	· DB 1.1 (Initial Post: 12/30; Replies: 12/31)
· DB 1.2 (Initial Post: 12/31; Replies: 1/2)
· Bonica Reading Summary (Due 1/2)



	Module 2
Tues., 1/3 - 1/6
	(In)equality in American Political Thought
· On Political Equality by Robert Dahl 
· How the Founders Viewed Equality
· "A Kind of Revolution" from A People's History of the United States by Howard Zinn
· Major Social Movements for Equality
· Voter Turnout
	· Quiz 2.1 (Due 1/3)
· DB 2 (Initial Post: 1/3, Replies: 1/4)
· Quiz 2.2 (Due 1/5)
· Module 2 Essay Test* (Due 1/6)
· Initial Course Survey (Due 1/6)

	Module 3
Sun., 1/7 - 1/9
	Public Opinion and the Psychology of Inequality
· The American Public's Views on Economic Inequality
· The Wealthy's View of Economic Inequality
· Psychology of Inequality
	· Quiz 3.1 (Due 1/7)
· Quiz 3.2 (Due 1/8)
· DB 3 (Initial Post: 1/8 ; Replies: 1/9)
· Module 3 Essay Test*  (Due 1/9)

	Module 4
Sat., 1/10 - 1/13
	Representation and the Role of Money in Politics
Representation and Inequality
· Representation
· Representation of the Working Class
· Representation of Other Groups
· Status Quo Bias
· American Institutions and the Status Quo Bias
The Influence of Lobbying and Money in Politics
· Influence of Money in Politics
· Lobbying and Corruption
· Election Giving and Dark Money
	· Quiz 4.1 (Due 1/10) 
· Quiz 4.2 (Due 1/11)
· DB 4.1  (Initial Post: 1/10; Replies: 1/11)
· DB 4.2  (Initial Post: 1/11; Replies: 1/12)
· DB 4.3  (Initial Post: 1/12; Replies: 1/13)
· Module 4 Essay Test*   (Due 1/13) 

	Module 5
Sun., 1/14 - 1/16
	Inequality, Policy, and Possible Reforms
Inequality and Policy
· The Triumph of Injustice by Emmanuel Saez & Gabriel Zuchman (required book)
· Tax Policy
· Poverty
· Health Care and Inequality
· What the U.S. Gets Wrong about Minimum Wage
Reforms, Solutions, and Ways Forward
· Universal Basic Income
· Taxing the Wealthy
· Free College
· Other Reforms, Solutions
	· DB 5.1 (Initial Post: 1/14; Replies: 1/15)
· DB 5.2 (Initial Post: 1/15 ; Replies: 1/16)
· Quiz 5.1 (Due  1/15)
· Minimum Wage and Family Budget Assignment (Due  1/16)
· Module 5 Essay Test*  (Due 1/16)
· Summative Survey (1/16)






