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CHIN 3250W - 001
Advanced Chinese Writing
Chinese Program, Department of Literatures, Cultures and Languages
CHIN 3250W Syllabus – Summer 2026, AS1
Excluding materials for purchase, syllabus information may be subject to change. The most up-to-date syllabus is located within the course in HuskyCT. 
Course and Instructor Information
Course Title: Advanced Chinese Writing
  
Subject & Catalog Number: CHIN 3250W 
Section: 001
Credits: 3
Modality: Online Asynchronous (OA)
Location: 
Prerequisites:  or equivalent;  or  or 
Course Dates: 6/1/2026 – 7/10/2026
Instructor: Dr. Liansu Meng she/her – Please address me as Meng Laoshi or Prof. Meng
Email: 
Office Hours: Fridays, 9:00–10:00 AM EST on Webex (drop in or email to schedule)
Availability: Feel free to email me to schedule a time or ask questions. I’ll respond within 24 hours on weekdays.
Course Materials
Required Materials
There are no materials to purchase for this course.
This course also has equipment and software requirements.
Optional Materials
Pleco: An excellent on-line English/Chinese dictionary. You can download it to your phone or computer. 
Obtaining Materials
ALL instructional materials and resources are available through HuskyCT.
	Campus
	Term
	Department
	Course
	Section

	Storrs
	Summer 2026
	CHIN
	3250W
	001


Program Information
CHIN 3250W is a required course for the Chinese major; native and heritage speakers from other programs are welcome to enroll with instructor permission, space permitting.
Course Description
Development of advanced reading, speaking and writing competency in Chinese through modern and contemporary Chinese literature. Taught in Chinese. CA 1. CA 4-INT.
Skill Codes: COMP: Writing Competency  
Content Areas: CA1: Arts & Humanities, CA4INT: Div & Multi - Intl  
Topics of Inquiry: TOI1:Creativity: Des,Expr,Innv, TOI3: Div, Equity, Soc Just  

This course develops advanced creative and critical reading, writing, and research skills in Chinese through close examinations of representative works in modern and contemporary Chinese literature within historical and global contexts. Literary works are selected to exemplify writers’ reflections on major social, cultural, political, and environmental crises.
As a core component of the Chinese major and a designated "W" (Writing Intensive) course, this class serves as a bridge between linguistic proficiency and cultural expertise. It provides students with the analytical framework necessary to navigate complex texts and prepares them for professional and academic environments that require nuanced communication in Chinese. By engaging with topics such as identity, industrialism, and environmentalism, the course equips students with the empathy and research skills needed to address multifaceted challenges in their future careers and as informed participants in a globalized society. Students are encouraged to imagine and empathize with writers’ struggles, applying insights from the readings to critical reflections on the challenges they face in their own lives today. Beyond textual analysis, students will explore emerging questions through independent research, including interviews, surveys, and library resources.
Skills: Mastery of advanced vocabulary, punctuation, and grammatical structures in Chinese; development of a 15-page research project.
Materials: Modern and contemporary poetry, essays, autobiographical writing, and multimedia materials (all in Chinese).
Themes: Modernity, gender, class, race, social injustice, capitalism, ecology, and global circulation of ideas.
Note: Students must successfully complete the "W" component to pass the course.
Course Learning Objectives
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:
Analyze how creative expression and literary innovation in modern and contemporary Chinese works are influenced by historical, societal, cultural, and global contexts. (Bloom-Analyzing)
Analyze issues of identity, gender, class, and race in literary works within transnational and comparative frameworks, applying concepts of diversity, equity, inclusion, and social justice. (Bloom-Analyzing)
Use empathetic communication strategies to facilitate dialogue in Chinese on differing viewpoints. (Bloom-Application)
Compose reflective essays in Chinese that integrate literary techniques with personal insights and contemporary issues. (Bloom - Creating)
Develop a 15-page research paper in Chinese that demonstrates critical analysis and creative approaches using primary and secondary sources. (Bloom - Creating)
Revise writing in response to peer and instructor feedback to produce a coherent, well-supported, and defensible argument in the final research paper written in Chinese. (Bloom-Evaluating)
Alignment with Common Curriculum
This is a Common Curriculum (CC) course, which addresses one or more Topics of Inquiry (TOI) and related Common Curriculum objectives. This course’s learning objectives and assessments align to the Common Curriculum objectives as shown in the table below.
	Topics of Inquiry (TOI)
	Common Curriculum Objectives
	Course Learning Objectives (CLOs)
	Course Assessments

	TOI-1 Creativity: Design, Expression, Innovation	LO1: Students will be able to assess the importance of creativity, ideation, innovation, and/or technical design output to individuals, organizations, society, and/or various fields of study.
	CLO 1
	online discussions, reflection pieces, assignments, individual presentation, final research paper

	TOI-1 Creativity: Design, Expression, Innovation	LO2: Students will be able to demonstrate skill with evaluating, adjusting, and adapting the creative process to address particular challenges, needs, or conditions.
	CLO 5, CLO 6
	final research paper

	TOI-1 Creativity: Design, Expression, Innovation	LO3: Students will be able to design or create new ideas, mechanisms, methodologies, artistic works, and/or products.
	CLO 4, CLO 5
	online discussions, reflection pieces, individual presentation, final research paper

	TOI-3 Diversity, Equity, and Social Justice	LO1: Through dialogic engagement, students will be able to examine cultural, social and/or biological diversity within national and/or global contexts and the effects power and privilege have on various social group identities.
	CLO2
	online discussions, reflection pieces, assignments, individual presentation, final research paper

	TOI-3 Diversity, Equity, and Social Justice	LO1
	CLO3
	online discussions, reflection pieces, individual presentation

	TOI-3 Diversity, Equity, and Social Justice	LO2: Students will be able to recognize and discuss basic issues of social injustice and how their own identities intersect with structural forms of oppression and empowerment, and how to be respectful and responsible allies (and accomplices) to individuals and groups they do not identify with.
	CLO 4
	reflection pieces


[bookmark: _Course_Schedule]Course Schedule
Course Outline
Module 1: Translation as Reinvention: Classical Chinese Poetry, Western Modernist Poetry, and Contemporary Chinese Culture
Module 2: Transnational Traveling and Literary Innovation in Early Twentieth Century
Module 3: Transnational Traveling, Feminism, Human and Nature
Module 4: Chen Jingrong's Ecofeminist Poetry Exploration
Module 5: Ecofeminist Examination of Contemporary China
Module 6: Final paper and project Presentation

Due Dates
Refer to the   for assessments and due dates. Deadlines are based on Eastern Time unless otherwise specified.
The instructor reserves the right to change dates as the term progresses. All changes will be communicated appropriately.
Course Requirements and Grading
Grading Scale
Information on grades and grading can be found as follows:
Registrar’s Information on Grading Scales 
University of Connecticut Academic Catalog: Undergraduate > Academic Regulations > Grade Information
General Explanation of Grades
	Numeric Range
	Letter Grade
	Explanation)

	92.50–100%	A
	Excellent

	89.50–92.49%	A-
	Excellent

	86.50–86.49%	B+
	Very Good

	82.50–86.49%	B
	Good

	79.50–82.49%	B-
	Good

	76.50–79.49%	C+
	Good

	72.50–76.49%	C
	Average

	69.50–72.49%	C-
	Fair

	66.50–69.49%	D+
	Poor

	62.50–66.49%	D
	Poor

	59.50–62.49%	D-
	Merely Passing

	0–59.49%	F
	Failure



Summary of Course Grading
	Course Component
	Weight

	Video Recordings (3)	12%
	Short Essays (6)	12%
	Short Answer Questions (4)
	8%
	Comments on Peers (20)	20%
	Reflection Pieces (2)	8%
	Final Research Paper Proposal	5%
	First Draft of Research Paper
	5%

	Second Draft of Research Paper
	5%

	Final Draft of Research Paper
	20%

	Creative Project Presentation
	5%

	Total
	100

Recordings (12%)
Students will submit three 2-minute video recordings using Kaltura. These assessments require students to read, sing, or discuss course materials—such as Li Bai’s poetry or Guo Moruo’s work—to demonstrate oral proficiency and personal connection. Grading criteria are provided as a rubric in HuskyCT.
Short Essays (12%)
This component consists of six written assignments (minimum 150 characters each) focusing on close reading and comparative analysis. Topics include comparing translations of classical poetry, jigsaw reading synthesis of eco-poetics, and critiquing scholarly authorities. Grading criteria are provided as a rubric in HuskyCT.
Short Answer Questions (8%)
Students will complete four sets of questions throughout the term. These tasks focus on historical and cultural contexts, such as the influence of Sanskrit on Chinese verse or the impact of the American college experience on Chen Hengzhe’s literature. Grading criteria are provided as a rubric in HuskyCT.
Comments on Peers (20%)
As part of the weekly discussion cycle, students must provide at least 20 substantial responses to their classmates. Responses must avoid simple agreement and instead use strategies like the "Yes, and..." approach or offering alternative perspectives. Specific instructions and grading criteria are provided in HuskyCT.
Reflection Pieces (8%)
Students will compose two formal reflection pieces (at least 300 Chinese characters).  These assignments are designed to help you practice "empathetic inquiry"—the act of connecting a writer’s historical struggles and literary techniques to the challenges you navigate in the world today. They serve as the intellectual "sandbox" for your Final Research Paper, allowing you to test ideas and identify the specific topic you will expand upon for your final project. For each piece, select one specific topic, question, or issue from our course readings and discussions that resonates with you most deeply. Focus on depth over breadth. Each piece must offer a detailed, empathetic response to the material rather than a general summary.
 Grading c20riteria are provided as a rubric in HuskyCT.
Final Research Paper Sequence (35% Total)
This scaffolded writing process is divided into four stages to ensure continuous improvement through feedback:
Proposal (5%): Outlining research questions, primary sources, and personal reflections.
First Draft (5%): A 6–8-page draft focusing on close reading and the "Narrative Bridge".
Second Draft (5%): A 10–12-page revision incorporating peer and instructor feedback.
Final Draft (20%): A polished 15-page paper presenting a defensible academic argument.
Grading criteria are provided as a rubric in HuskyCT.

Final Project Presentation (5%)
The course culminates in a  2–3-minute multimedia "creative pitch" in Chinese. Think of this not as a formal report, but as a high-energy presentation where you pitch your research to a potential publisher or employer. Your goal is to distill your 15-page paper down to its most exciting core and motivate your classmates to care about your topic as much as you do. This exercise helps you build professional communication skills and demonstrates how your research connects to the world today. 
Grading criteria are provided as a rubric in HuskyCT.
Late & Missed Assessment Policy
All course due dates are identified in the Course Schedule section. 
If you miss the deadlines due to unexpected situations, please email me as soon as possible and you might receive full or partial credit for your post depending on the circumstances that have caused the delay.
Feedback and Grades
I will make every effort to provide feedback and grades within​ 24 hours Monday to Friday. To keep track of your performance in the course, refer to the Gradebook in HuskyCT. 
Student Authentication and Verification
The University of Connecticut is required to verify the identity of students who participate in online courses and to establish that students who register in an online course are the same students who participate in, complete the course activities and assessments, and receive academic credit. Verification and authentication of student identity in this course will include: 
Secure access to the learning management system (HuskyCT) using your unique UConn NetID and password.
Video Recording Assignments
Students who do not complete the above required authentication steps may be denied access to the course and given an incomplete. Students could lose credit if the identity of the enrolled student completing course activities and assessments cannot be confirmed.
Virtual Classroom Guidelines 	Comment by Parker, Jennifer: Will you add information in this section?  For example, you may consider:

Please remember that the unauthorized recording or sharing of course content may be considered a violation of the law, University policy, and/or The Student Code.

The videos created by students as part of this course are for sole use of the students enrolled in this course. Any other use of these videos or any pictures or derivatives of the videos without the written consent of the video creator is prohibited.	Comment by Parker, Jennifer: Or perhaps this is covered under Copyright and this section can be removed, because you are not having synchronous meetings.
In this course we’ll conduct ourselves as a community of scholars and writers, recognizing that academic study is both an intellectual and ethical enterprise.  Building on the ideas and texts of others is a vital part of academic life. When you use or borrow or closely imitate another’s ideas or language, or even syntax, you must formally acknowledge that debt by signaling it with a standard form of academic citation. This means documenting not just direct quotations but also paraphrases and summaries. 
Please remember that the unauthorized recording or sharing of course content may be considered a violation of the law, University policy, and/or The Student Code. Posting course material on student tutoring and course sharing websites will be a violation of my copyright and intellectual property and a violation of academic integrity. The videos created by students as part of this course are for sole use of the students enrolled in this course. Any other use of these videos or any pictures or derivatives of the videos without the written consent of the video creator is prohibited.
Academic Integrity
You are responsible for acting in accordance with the University of Connecticut's Student Code. Review and become familiar with the expectations. In particular, make sure you have read the section that applies to you on Academic Integrity. Students in this course are expected to maintain the highest standards of intellectual honesty. If you have any questions about what constitutes academic dishonesty (cheating or plagiarism), you should review UConn’s code of conduct at http://community.uconn.edu/the-student-code-appendix-a/ and consult with the instructor PRIOR to taking any questionable actions. 
Avoiding Plagiarism: As a student, it is your responsibility to avoid plagiarism and meet University expectations related to academic integrity. The University of Connecticut Library recommends the following resources for students to understand and avoid plagiarism:
Understanding Plagiarism, a tutorial from UConn Library
Citing Sources, a UConn guide to introduce citing MLA, APA styles and more
Citation Machine, interactive citation tool for MLA and APA styles
KnightCite, interactive citation tool for MLA, APA, and Chicago styles
Assignment Calculator, interactive tool that provides a timeline for writing
Research QuickStart, guidance on common questions and needs in the research process
Research Now, guides to help you develop your research skills
Copyright: Copyrighted materials within the course are only for the use of students enrolled in the course for purposes associated with this course and may not be retained or further disseminated.
Artificial Intelligence Policy
 Submitting AI-generated text as your own work would be an act of plagiarism. Therefore, you are not allowed to use ChatGPT or other similar tools to produce essays or other academic work for this class. The university has AI detection software that distinguishes between AI generated content and human generated content.
You are welcome to use AI tools in writing and research following UConn’s AI Guidelines. 

Copyright 
Copyrighted materials within the course are only for the use of students enrolled in the course for purposes associated with this course and may not be retained or further disseminated. 
Student-Created Videos: The videos created by students as part of this course are for the sole use of the students enrolled in this course. Any other use of these videos or any pictures or derivatives of the videos without the written consent of the video creator is prohibited. 
[bookmark: _Syllabus_Addendum]Syllabus Addendum 
As a member of the University of Connecticut student community, you are held to certain standards and academic policies. In addition, there are numerous resources available to help you succeed in your academic work. Read the Syllabus Addendum, which includes: 
1. University Standards and Policies 
a. The Student Code & Academic Integrity 
b. Communication Guidelines 
c. Credit Hours and Workload 
d. Course Drop/Withdrawal 
e. Policy Against Discrimination, Harassment and Related Interpersonal Violence 
f. Evaluation of Course Experience 
2. Resources and Accommodations 
a. Support Services 
b. Students with Disabilities 
c. Accommodations for Absences Due to Religious Observances and Extracurricular Activities 
d. Emergency Preparedness 
3. Technical Requirements
a. Minimum Equipment Requirements
b. Minimum Software Requirements
c. Browser Recommendations
d. Additional Software Requirements for Some Online Courses
e. Proctoring Requirements
f. Minimum Technical Skills 
g. Student Technology Training 
h. Technology Help 
Additional Technical Requirements
In addition to the equipment and software requirements required of all online courses at UConn, this course requires the following:
Video camera and microphone
WebEx (Cisco), Webex Accessibility, Cisco Privacy Statement, Webex System Requirements
Kaltura, Kaltura Accessibility Statement, Kaltura Privacy Policy, Kaltura Supported Operating Systems & Browsers
Refer to the Syllabus Addendum - “Additional Software Requirements for Some Online Courses” section for information on accessibility, privacy, and system requirements.
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