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Excluding materials for purchase, syllabus information may be subject to change. The most up-to-date syllabus, as well as the detailed course schedule, is located within the course in HuskyCT.
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Course Title:  Introduction to Communication Disorders
Credits:  3
Format:  Online Asynchronous (OA)
Prerequisites:  n/a
Professor:  Kacie Wittke, MA, CCC-SLP 

Email: kacie.wittke@uconn.edu (email is preferred form of contact) 
Office Hours/Availability:  Meetings can be scheduled via email.  
[bookmark: h.s87zf9kjh2yu]Course Materials

Gillam, R. & Marquardt, T. Communication Sciences and Disorders: From Science to Clinical Practice (5th Edition). Jones & Bartlett Learning.

Required course materials should be obtained before the first day of class. 

The University has set minimum device requirements for all students. This is essential to your successful completion of this fully online course.

Additional course readings and media are available within HuskyCT. 
Course Description
[bookmark: h.o2bwdbsz2pfb]
The course is designed to introduce students to typical communicative processes and to disorders of communication through the lenses of assessment and intervention. The course provides an overview of typical speech, language, and hearing development across the lifespan as well as disorders of speech, language, and hearing as seen in children and adults. Diversity and multicultural issues will also be discussed.
Course Objectives
[bookmark: h.qadz7w5ykas8]
By the end of the course, students will acquire:

1. knowledge of normal communicative processes and disorders of communication. 
2. knowledge regarding communication disorders, their etiologies, and applications of this knowledge. 
3. knowledge regarding the typical sequence of speech, language, and hearing development. 
4. knowledge regarding the basic models of communication. 
5. knowledge regarding introductory techniques of assessment and intervention used to address communication disorders across the lifespan.
6. knowledge regarding diversity and multicultural issues related to communication and communication disorders across the lifespan.
Course Outline
[bookmark: h.26fuln6nfg2]
Module 1: Introduction to Communication Sciences and Disorders, Cultural and Social Competence, and Introduction to Research 

Module 2: Anatomy and Physiology for Communication, Hearing, and Swallowing; Communication Development 

Module 3: Language and Speech Sound Disorders in Children, Cleft Lip and Palate, and AAC

Module 4: Language and Motor Speech Disorders in Adults, Voice and Fluency Disorders 

Module 5: Hearing and Hearing Disorders 

Bonus Module – Dysphagia!

See Course Schedule for specific dates

Course Requirements and Grading
[bookmark: h.d6owk3bdb30c]
Summary of Course Grading:

	Course Components
	Weight

	Weekly Quizzes
(5 total, each worth 10% of grade)
	50%

	Weekly Assignments
(5 total, each worth 5% of your grade)
	25%

	Final Project

	20%

	Participation
(1 point weekly, participation through discussion board)
	5%



Weekly Quizzes will be due each Friday by 8pm EST.
Weekly Assignments will be due each Thursday by 8pm EST.
Final Project will be due on the last day of class by 11:59pm EST.

Grading Scale (per the Registrar): 
Undergraduate

	Grade
	Letter Grade

	Excellent
	A (93-100)

	
	A- (90-92)

	Very Good
	B+ (87-89)

	Good
	B (84-86)

	
	B- (80-83)

	
	C+ (77-79)

	Average
	C (74-76)

	Fair
	C- (70-73)

	Poor
	D+ (67-69)

	
	D (64-66)

	Merely Passing
	D- (60-63)

	Failure
	F (<60)





Due Dates and Late Policy

All course due dates are identified above and on HuskyCT. Deadlines are based on Eastern Time; if you are in a different time zone, please adjust your submittal times accordingly. The instructor reserves the right to change dates accordingly as the semester progresses.  All changes will be communicated in an appropriate and timely manner.

Late Policy: If you submit any assignments or quizzes after the assigned due date/time, you will receive an automatic zero for that submission unless you obtained written (email) permission from the instructor before the assignment was due. Given the fast-paced nature of a 5-week, 3-credit course, it is important to stay on top of your work in order to be successful. Accommodations can be made for unexpected emergencies and illnesses.

Feedback and Grades

I will make every effort to provide feedback and grades when each module ends and before the next module starts. To keep track of your performance in the course, refer to My Grades in HuskyCT.

By far the least labor-intensive and most efficient way to do well in this class is to do all the work as well as you can the first time around. If you are at all concerned about your performance, please contact me as soon as possible. Do not wait until the end of the semester to speak to me with concerns of your grade.

Weekly Time Commitment

You should expect to dedicate about 23-25 hours a week to this course. This expectation is based on the various course activities, recorded lectures, assignments, and assessments and the University of Connecticut’s policy regarding credit hours (3 credits in a 5-week course). More information related to hours per week per credit can be accessed at the Online Student website.

Student Authentication and Verification
The University of Connecticut is required to verify the identity of students who participate in online courses and to establish that students who register in an online course are the same students who participate in, complete the course activities and assessments, and receive academic credit. Verification and authentication of student identity in this course will include secure access to the learning management system using your unique UConn NetID and password.
Virtual Classroom Guidelines

Students are not permitted to make visual or audio recordings, including live streaming, of classroom lectures or any class related content, using any type of recording devices (e.g., smart phone, computer, digital recorder, etc.) unless prior permission from the instructor is obtained. If permission is granted, personal use and sharing of recordings and any electronic copies of course materials (e.g., PowerPoints, lecture notes and any classroom discussions online or otherwise) is limited to the personal use of students registered in the course and for educational purposes only, even after the end of the course. Exceptions will be made for students registered with the Center for Students with Disabilities as needed. Unauthorized downloading, file sharing, distribution of any part of a recorded lecture or course materials is not permitted.
Copyright
My lectures, notes, handouts, and displays are protected by state common law and federal copyright law. They are my own original expression and I’ve recorded them prior or during my lecture in order to ensure that I obtain copyright protection. Students are authorized to take notes in my class; however, this authorization extends only to making one set of notes for your own personal use and no other use. I will inform you as to whether you are authorized to record my lectures at the beginning of each semester. If you are so authorized to record my lectures, you may not copy this recording or any other material, provide copies of either to anyone else, or make a commercial use of them without prior permission from me.
Student Responsibilities and Resources 

As a member of the University of Connecticut student community, you are held to certain standards and academic policies. In addition, there are numerous resources available to help you succeed in your academic work. Review these important standards, policies and resources, which include:

· The Student Code
· Academic Integrity
· Resources on Avoiding Cheating and Plagiarism
· Copyrighted Materials
· Credit Hours and Workload
· Netiquette and Communication
· Adding or Dropping a Course
· Academic Calendar
· Policy Against Discrimination, Harassment and Inappropriate Romantic Relationships
· Sexual Assault Reporting Policy
Students with Disabilities

The University of Connecticut is committed to protecting the rights of individuals with disabilities and assuring that the learning environment is accessible. Students who require accommodations should contact the Center for Students with Disabilities, Wilbur Cross Building Room 204, (860) 486-2020 or http://csd.uconn.edu/.

Blackboard measures and evaluates accessibility using two sets of standards: the WCAG 2.0 standards issued by the World Wide Web Consortium (W3C) and Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act issued in the United States federal government.” (Retrieved March 24, 2013 from Blackboard's website)
Software/Technical Requirements (with Accessibility and Privacy Information)

The University has set minimum device requirements for all students. NOTE: Chromebooks do not meet the minimum requirements.

The software/technical requirements for this course include:

· HuskyCT/Blackboard (HuskyCT/ Blackboard Accessibility Statement, HuskyCT/ Blackboard Privacy Policy)
· Adobe Acrobat Reader (Adobe Reader Accessibility Statement, Adobe Reader Privacy Policy)
· Google Apps (Google Apps Accessibility, Google for Education Privacy Policy)
· Microsoft Office (free to UConn students through uconn.onthehub.com) (Microsoft Accessibility Statement, Microsoft Privacy Statement)
· Dedicated access to high-speed internet with a minimum speed of 1.5 Mbps (4 Mbps or higher is recommended).
· WebCam
For information on managing your privacy at the University of Connecticut, visit the University’s Privacy page.

NOTE: This course has NOT been designed for use with mobile devices.
Help

This course is facilitated online using the learning management platform, HuskyCT. The IT Knowledge Base provides students with support, troubleshooting, and how-to information about HuskyCT. The IT Knowledge Base includes a video tour of HuskyCT.

For technical help with HuskyCT, you have access to the in-person/live person support options available during regular business hours through the Help Center. You also have 24x7 Course Support outside of business hours, including access to live chat, phone, and support documents.

Technical and Academic Help provides a guide to frequently asked questions for online students.
Minimum Technical Skills

To be successful in this course, you will need the following technical skills:

· Use electronic mail with attachments.
· Save files in commonly used word processing program formats.
· Copy and paste text, graphics or hyperlinks.
· Work within two or more browser windows simultaneously.
· Open and access PDF files. 

Evaluation of the Course
[bookmark: h.yci9aamwfzs7]
Students will be given an opportunity to provide feedback on their course experience and instruction using the University's standard procedures, which are administered by the Office of Institutional Research and Effectiveness (OIRE).

The University of Connecticut is dedicated to supporting and enhancing teaching effectiveness and student learning using a variety of methods. The Student Evaluation of Teaching (SET) is just one tool used to help faculty enhance their teaching. The SET is used for both formative (self-improvement) and summative (evaluation) purposes.

Additional informal formative surveys and other feedback instruments may be administered within the course.
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