[image: UConn | University of Connecticut]
PSYC 2300 – #310
Psychological Disorders
Department of Psychological Sciences
PSYC 2300 Syllabus – Summer I
Excluding materials for purchase, syllabus information may be subject to change. The most up-to-date syllabus is located within the course in HuskyCT.
Course and Instructor Information
Course Title: Psychological Disorders 
Subject & Catalog Number: PSYC 2300 
Section: 310
Credits: 3
Modality: Online Asynchronous (OA)
Location: 
Prerequisites: Psyc 1100, Psyc 1101/1103
Course Dates: 6/1/2026 – 7/2/2026
Instructor: Dr. Kimberli Treadwell she/hers – Please address me as “Dr. Treadwell”
Email: Kimberli.treadwell@uconn.edu
Phone: 203-236-9849
Office Hours: Available for virtual meetings via UConn Webex by appointment during business hours, est
Availability: I will email you through HuskyCT and I will make Announcements on HuskyCT. Please email me for contact via HuskyCT or the UConn email system. 
Course Materials
Required Materials
Text: Hooley, J. M. & Nock, M. K. (2025). Psychopathology: A Clinical Science Approach, 19th ed, Pearson Education, Inc. Please note you may purchase this as an etext or print copy. You DO NOT need Revel.
ISBN10: 0138054185
ISBN 13: 9780138054182


This course also has equipment and software requirements.
Optional Materials
None
Obtaining Materials
Required course materials should be obtained before the first day of class. Full-time undergraduate students may have access to materials through the Husky Book Bundle; refer to program details for term availability, material eligibility, auto-enrollment, and opt-out information. Otherwise, materials are available for purchase and/or rent through the UConn Bookstore and may be shipped for a fee. Navigate to Find Course Materials and use the following information to search:
	Campus
	Term
	Department
	Course #*
	Section

	Storrs
	Summer
	PSYC
	2300
	310


*Enter the Catalog Number in this field.
Additional instructional materials and resources are available through HuskyCT.
Course Description
Catalogue description: Nature of psychological disorders, theories and data regarding symptoms, etiology, treatment and prevention of mental health disorders.
Additional faculty description: 
Summary: The course presents an overview of psychological science’s approach to the study of psychopathology. The course surveys the range of diagnoses that guide research and treatment. Theory, research design and methods, case studies and assessment reveal the extent of expertise that guides work in clinical psychology. This work continues to generate discovery that advances both knowledge and the ability to help persons who suffer the pain of psychological disorders.
Course Learning Objectives
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:
Demonstrate mastery of the knowledge base in Psychological Disorders including the major theories, thinkers, constructs, methods, and findings that incrementally advance the science of Psychological Disorders. 
Access online databases and review the various research methods and data analysis techniques used in the field of Psychological Disorders.
Discuss the implications of findings generated by peer-reviewed research and suggest arguments, decisions, or solutions that set new directions in the field of Psychological Disorders.
Critically analyze the evidence base and techniques used to assess and diagnose disorders, psychotherapies, and other treatments developed in the field of Psychological Disorders and relate these to specific categories of disorder included in the DSM-5-TR.
Examine the historical and contemporary impact of a scientific approach to psychology and ethical issues related to Psychological Disorders and mental health including stigma, deinstitutionalization, dangerousness, and the revisions in the DSM-5-TR.
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Course Outline
Course Orientation
June 1 – June 4	Course Orientation: Meet Your Professor, Practice Lab, Introductory Discussion
	Sign up with ProctorU for Syllabus Quiz and Exam 4
Module One 
June 1 – June 7		Chapter 1: Psychopathology: Overview and Research Approaches
	Chapter 4: Clinical Assessment and Diagnosis
	Chapter 5: Stress and Physical & Mental Health
	Chapter 6: Panic, Anxiety, Obsessions, and Their Disorders
	Discussion Board: The Anxious Brain
	Lab: Anxiety Interview and Exposure Therapy
	Journal: What is Mental Illness?
	Exam #1: Chapters 1, 4, 5 & 6

Module Two
June 8 – June 14	Chapter 2: Earliest Views of Psychopathology
	Chapter 7: Mood Disorders and Suicide 
	Chapter 8: Somatic Symptom and Dissociative Disorders
	Chapter 9: Eating Disorders and Obesity
	Discussion Board: Depression: Deep Brain Stimulation
	Lab: Depression Interview and Cognitive Behavior Therapy
                                 	Journal: History of Mental Illness
	Exam #2: Chapters 2, 7, 8 & 9

Module Three	
June 15 – June 21	Chapter 3: Causal Factors and Viewpoints
	Chapter 10: Personality Disorders	
	Chapter 11: Substance-Related Disorders
			Chapter 12: Gender Dysphoria, Sexual Dysfunctions & Paraphilic Disorders
			Discussion Board: Borderline Personality Disorder
			Lab: Self-Harm Interview and Dialectical Behavior Therapy
			Journal: Causal Factor and Viewpoints
			Exam #3: Chapters 3, 10, 11 & 12
			
Module Four
June 22 – June 28	Chapter 13: Schizophrenia and Other Psychotic Disorders
			Chapter 14: Neurocognitive Disorders	
			Chapter 15: Disorders of Childhood and Adolescence (Neurodevelopmental)
			Discussion Board: Autism: Disruptions in Early Mechanisms
			Lab: Schizophrenia Interview and Cognitive Behavior Therapy
			Journal: Therapy: Schizophrenia
			No Exam

Module Five
June 29 – July 2	Chapter 16: Psychological Treatment
			Chapter 17: Societal & Legal Issues in Psychopathology
			Discussion Board: None
			Lab: Enrichment/Optional: Case Studies on Dangerousness (not required)
			Journal: The Brain and The Law
			Exam #4 on ProctorU: Chapters 13, 14, 15, 16, & 17

All work must be complete by Thursday, July 2, 11:59 pm est
Due Dates
Refer to the Suggested Course Schedule in HuskyCT for assessments and due dates. Deadlines are based on Eastern Time unless otherwise specified.
You may complete the work out of sequence, on your own timeline, and create your own, personalized learning plan for completing the course requirements. 
The dates posted in the Suggested Course Schedule and the Outline above are a guideline for my recommended pacing of the course. However, you may fit the assignments into your schedule, and focus on areas of your strength first. For example, some people address the Knowledge Base work in the exams first. Others choose to do the discussion boards and labs first. You can also complete the work during the week it is assigned. You are free to make your own schedule. However, for the sake of evaluation and feedback, I recommend that you complete the equivalent of two Modules by June 17th. ALL ASSIGNMENTS ARE DUE ON THE LAST DAY OF CLASS, THURSDAY, JULY 2, 2026 AT 11:59 PM. Please plan accordingly. Deadlines are based on Eastern Standard Time; if you are in a different time zone, please adjust your submittal times accordingly.
Many students in the past have found this flexibility to be very helpful. However, please note that if you wait until the last week of the course to start your work, or turn in assignments, there will not be time to receive my personal feedback to help you improve on future exams or writing assignments, should that be the case. Please take advantage of my individualized teaching and feedback for each and every assignment. 
The instructor reserves the right to change dates as the term progresses. All changes will be communicated appropriately.
Course Requirements and Grading
Grading Scale
Information on grades and grading can be found as follows:
Registrar’s Information on Grading Scales 
University of Connecticut Academic Catalog: Undergraduate > Academic Regulations > Grade Information
General Explanation of Grades
	Numeric Range
	Letter Grade
	Explanation (Undergraduate)

	92.50–100%	A
	Excellent

	89.50–92.49%	A-
	Excellent

	86.50–86.49%	B+
	Very Good

	82.50–86.49%	B
	Good

	79.50–82.49%	B-
	Good

	76.50–79.49%	C+
	Good

	72.50–76.49%	C
	Average

	69.50–72.49%	C-
	Fair

	66.50–69.49%	D+
	Poor

	62.50–66.49%	D
	Poor

	59.50–62.49%	D-
	Merely Passing

	0–59.49%	F
	Failure


Summary of Course Grading
	Course Component
	Weight

	Exams	50%
	Discussions	22.5%
	Labs
	22.5%
	Journal	5%
	Total
	100%

Component A Exams
There will be four exams.  Exam #1 evaluates mastery of knowledge content in Chapters 1, 4, 5 & 6.  Exam #2 evaluates mastery of knowledge content in Chapters 2, 7, 8, & 9.  Exam #3 evaluates mastery of knowledge in Chapters 3, 10, 11, & 12.   Exam #4 evaluates mastery of knowledge in Modules 4 and 5, covering Chapters 13, 14, 15, 16, & 17. 
Each exam has 35 multiple-choice questions. You will have 75 minutes to take exams for Module 1, Module 2, and Module 3 on HuskyCT. Exam #4 will be delivered via ProctorU. The exam allows for open notes/book. 
Please note that there are practice quizzes for each lecture, and practice exams for each exam. You do not have to take any of the practice quizzes or practice exams, but they are available for you to practice prior to taking the actual exam. 
Each exam is worth 35 points. Your grades in the four exams contribute 50% to your grade in the course.
NOTE: The 4th exam, covering Modules 4 & 5, is delivered via ProctorU. See below for scheduling your exam appointment. 
Component B Discussions
You are required to complete 4 Discussion Boards related to 4 different categories of disorder. You can earn 16 points for each of the four assignments for a total of 64 points. Your grades in the four Discussion Boards contribute 22.5% to your grade in the course.

Component C Labs
You are required to complete 4 Labs that involve Case Study Diagnostic Interviews and Treatments.  You can earn 16 points for the first four labs in the course. The fifth Lab is for enrichment and does not add or cost you any points. You can earn a total of 64 points for the four Labs.  Your grades in the four Labs contribute 22.5% to your grade in the course.

Component D Journals
You are required to complete 5 Journals that involve writing to learn about critical issues in the field of mental health.  Each Journal is worth 3 points for a total of 15 points. Your grades in the five Journals contribute 5% to your grade in the course.
Late & Missed Assessment Policy
All suggested course due dates are identified in the Course Schedule section. 
You may complete the work out of sequence, on your own timeline, and create your own, personalized learning plan for completing the course requirements. 
Given that you can create your own timeline, there are no late due dates. The dates posted in the Outline (above) are a guideline for my recommended pacing of the course. However, you may fit the assignments into your schedule and focus on areas of your strength first. For example, some people address the Knowledge Base work in the exams first. Others choose to do the discussion boards and labs first. You can also complete the work during the week it is assigned. You are free to make your own schedule. However, for the sake of evaluation and feedback, I recommend that you complete the equivalent of two Modules by June 17th. 
ALL ASSIGNMENTS ARE DUE ON THE LAST DAY OF CLASS, THURSDAY, JULY 2, 2026 AT 11:59 PM. Please plan accordingly. Deadlines are based on Eastern Standard Time; if you are in a different time zone, please adjust your submittal times accordingly.
Feedback and Grades
I will make every effort to provide feedback and grades within​ 24 hours. To keep track of your performance in the course, refer to the Gradebook in HuskyCT. 
Student Authentication and Verification
The University of Connecticut is required to verify the identity of students who participate in online courses and to establish that students who register in an online course are the same students who participate in, complete the course activities and assessments, and receive academic credit. Verification and authentication of student identity in this course will include: 
Secure access to the learning management system (HuskyCT) using your unique UConn NetID and password.

Live proctoring of Exam 4 for Modules 4 & 5 via ProctorU. ProctorU is a service used to authenticate a user’s identity and provide live proctoring of online assessments.

Students who do not complete the above required authentication steps may be denied access to the course and given an incomplete. Students could lose credit if the identity of the enrolled student completing course activities and assessments cannot be confirmed.
Proctoring
This course requires the use of ProctorU. Refer to ProctorU Student Information for details on equipment and software requirements, exam instructions, and technical help information.
Virtual Classroom Guidelines 
At all times, course communication with fellow students and the instructor are to be professional and courteous. It is expected that you proofread all your written communication, including discussion posts, assignment submissions, and mail messages. If you are new to online learning or need a netiquette refresher, please look at this guide titled, The Core Rules of Netiquette. 
Academic Integrity
As a member of the University of Connecticut student community, you are held to certain standards and academic policies. In addition, there are numerous resources available to help you succeed in your academic work. This section provides a brief overview of important standards, policies and resources.
Student Code

You are responsible for acting in accordance with the University of Connecticut's Student Code  Know these expectations. In particular, make sure you have read the section that applies to you on Community Standards and Academic Integrity:
Academic Integrity in Undergraduate Education and Research
UConn Community Standards

Cheating and plagiarism are taken very seriously at the University of Connecticut. As a student, it is your responsibility to avoid plagiarism. If you need more information about the subject of plagiarism, use the following resources:
Plagiarism: How to Recognize it and How to Avoid It
University of Connecticut Libraries’ Student Instruction (e.g., research, citing and writing resources)

Artificial Intelligence Policy
All students are expected to act in accordance with the Guidelines for Academic Integrity at the University of Connecticut. If you have questions about academic integrity or intellectual property, you should consult with me or consult UConn’s guidelines for academic integrity. Posting course material on student tutoring and course sharing websites (e.g. Chegg, Course Hero) may be a violation of my copyright and intellectual property and a violation of academic integrity. Many of you may also be aware of the recent release of ChatGPT3, a Large Language artificial intelligence (AI) model that has the capacity to quickly produce text on a range of topics.  ChatGPT3 aggregates the ideas and insights of many researchers without giving them credit.  Submitting ChatGPT-generated text as your own work would be an act of plagiarism insofar as it would involve passing off the work of others as your own. For these reasons, you are not allowed to use this ChatGPT or other similar tools to produce Discussions, Labs, Journals, or other academic work for this class, unless otherwise explicitly permitted to do so.  You should also know that the university has AI detection software that distinguishes between AI generated content and human generated content.
In addition to setting expectations for student use of AI, I want to be transparent about my own use. I will not use AI tools to help generate examples, draft quiz questions, create practice materials, or to evaluate your writing for this course. I do not rely on AI for grading or evaluating student work. My role as your instructor—providing expertise, guidance, and feedback—remains central to your learning experience.

Copyright 
Copyrighted materials within the course are only for the use of students enrolled in the course for purposes associated with this course and may not be retained or further disseminated. 
Student-Created Videos: The videos created by students as part of this course are for the sole use of the students enrolled in this course. Any other use of these videos or any pictures or derivatives of the videos without the written consent of the video creator is prohibited. 
[bookmark: _Syllabus_Addendum]Syllabus Addendum 
As a member of the University of Connecticut student community, you are held to certain standards and academic policies. In addition, there are numerous resources available to help you succeed in your academic work. Read the Syllabus Addendum, which includes: 
1. University Standards and Policies 
a. The Student Code & Academic Integrity 
b. Communication Guidelines 
c. Credit Hours and Workload 
d. Course Drop/Withdrawal 
e. Policy Against Discrimination, Harassment and Related Interpersonal Violence 
f. Evaluation of Course Experience 
2. Resources and Accommodations 
a. Support Services 
b. Students with Disabilities 
c. Accommodations for Absences Due to Religious Observances and Extracurricular Activities 
d. Emergency Preparedness 
3. Technical Requirements
a. Minimum Equipment Requirements
b. Minimum Software Requirements
c. Browser Recommendations
d. Additional Software Requirements for Some Online Courses
e. Proctoring Requirements
f. Minimum Technical Skills 
g. Student Technology Training 
h. Technology Help 
Additional Technical Requirements
In addition to the equipment and software requirements required of all online courses at UConn, this course requires the following:
“Additional Software Requirements for Some Online Courses: ProctorU
Refer to the Syllabus Addendum - “Additional Software Requirements for Some Online Courses” section for information on accessibility, privacy, and system requirements.
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