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ANTH1010E  
Global Climate Change and Human Societies
Anthropology
ANTH 1010E Syllabus – Mayterm 2026
Excluding materials for purchase, syllabus information may be subject to change. The most up-to-date syllabus is located within the course in HuskyCT.
Course and Instructor Information
Course Title: Global Climate Change and Human Societies	 
Subject & Catalog Number: ANTH 1010E 
Credits: 3
Modality: Online Asynchronous (OA)
Location: 
Course Dates: 5/11/2026 – 5/29/2026
Instructor: Abigail Beckham they/them – Please address me as “Abigail”
Email: Abigail.beckham@uconn.edu
Office Hours: By Appointment
Availability: by email; please give me at least 24 hours to respond before emailing again
Course Materials
Required Materials
You do not need to purchase a textbook, however, you may need to spend a little money on renting the required videos
This course also has equipment and software requirements.
Optional Materials
Baer, Hans A. The Anthropology of Climate Change : An Integrated Critical Perspective. 1st ed. Routledge, Taylor & Francis Group/Earthscan from Routledge, 2014. (or 2nd ed) 
Bauman, Yoram, and Grady Klein. The Cartoon Introduction to Climate Change, Revised Edition. 1st ed. Island Press, 2022. Access via the UConn library here. 
Additional instructional materials and resources are available through HuskyCT.
Program Information
Climate change is considered by many scientists to be the gravest threat to humanity in the 21st century. This undergraduate general education course provides a broad overview to this topic of growing importance, with a special focus on the interface of climate change with human societies in all of their diversity.  This course addresses the University of Connecticut’s undergraduate general education goals in a rapidly changing world. Already the source of a growing number of extreme weather events (resulting in flooding, drought, fires), the spread of infectious diseases, a growing global prevalence of noncommunicable diseases (e.g., asthma), the creation of emergent arenas of human conflict, a primary source of new refugee populations, and a cause of rising economic costs that especially threaten middle and lower income communities and nations), global climate change is likely to intensify with each passing year. Existing research, however, indicates that there are significant deficiencies in climate change understanding in the general U.S. population and among university students.  Misconception leads some to doubt that global warming is occurring, to misunderstand its causes, and potential beneficial responses, and to be unaware of inherent local and global risks and vulnerabilities.  As we consider the effects of climate change, it is important to acknowledge and gain insight into its disproportionate impact on communities of color, those who are impoverished and marginalized. This will be one of the primary focuses of the course as we come to understand the interrelatedness of the planet and the biodiversity that inhabits it.  
Course Description
A multidisciplinary examination of the nature, anthropogenic drivers, range of expressions, and impacts of contemporary and future global climate change as well as cultural understandings of this significant environmental process and diverse human responses to it. This course revolves around issues of environmental justice, including environmental racism, and the unequal impacts of the effects of climate change around the world, and the ways in which climate change is a stress multiplier that devastates many but disproportionately impacts impoverished and marginalized communities.
Course Learning Objectives
Based on an anthropological perspective, by the end of this course, students will be able to:
Articulate the nature of climate change as a world changing process, including having a grasp of key issues and causes, relevant natural and social processes, concepts, theories, and controversies and debates.
Command new knowledge about the existing and emergent range of environmental and health and social effects of climate change across diverse physical settings and human populations, including indigenous and global populations of gravest immediate risk.
Demonstrate critical judgment (e.g., accuracy, credibility, objectivity, and cultural sensitivity) in assessing information on climate change and the selection of practical adaptive and mitigatory responses. 
Articulate the moral issues raised by the human impacts of climate change, especially on the lives of those least responsible for greenhouse gas production, as well as the difficult decisions (e.g., sacrifices) required in response to the varied and mounting risks and vulnerabilities it produces.
Acquire awareness of the diversity of human experiences and conditions impacted by climate change and human social capacity for climate change adaptation and mitigation.
Gain an understanding of social injustice and the disparate impacts of the effects of climate change on people who are resource-poor and marginalized.  
Alignment with Common Curriculum
This is a Common Curriculum (CC) course, which addresses one or more Topics of Inquiry (TOI) and related Common Curriculum objectives. This course’s learning objectives and assessments align to the Common Curriculum objectives as shown in the table below.
	Topics of Inquiry (TOI)
	Common Curriculum Objectives
	Course Learning Objectives (CLOs)
	Course Assessments

	TOI-4 Environmental Literacy	Courses in this topic will help students gain the knowledge, motivation, and skills to make informed and responsible decisions about human interactions with Earth systems and to take actions to improve the well-being of other individuals, societies, and the environment.
	CLO 1, 4, 5
	Quizzes, media responses and peer responses, final project
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Course Outline
Part 1: Introductions to Climate Change
Part 2: Climate Change Impacts
Part 3: Futures of Climate Change
Due Dates
Refer to the course HuskyCT page for assessments and due dates. Deadlines are based on Eastern Time unless otherwise specified.
The instructor reserves the right to change dates as the term progresses. All changes will be communicated appropriately.
Course Requirements and Grading
Grading Scale
Information on grades and grading can be found as follows:
Registrar’s Information on Grading Scales 
University of Connecticut Academic Catalog: Undergraduate > Academic Regulations > Grade Information
General Explanation of Grades
	Numeric Range
	Letter Grade
	Explanation (Undergraduate)

	92.50–100%	A
	Excellent

	89.50–92.49%	A-
	Excellent

	86.50–86.49%	B+
	Very Good

	82.50–86.49%	B
	Good

	79.50–82.49%	B-
	Good

	76.50–79.49%	C+
	Good

	72.50–76.49%	C
	Average

	69.50–72.49%	C-
	Fair

	66.50–69.49%	D+
	Poor

	62.50–66.49%	D
	Poor

	59.50–62.49%	D-
	Merely Passing

	0–59.49%	F
	Failure


Summary of Course Grading
	Course Component
	Weight

	Quizzes	30%
	Media Reflections	30%
	Responses to Peers
	20%
	Final Project	20%
	Total
	100%

Quizzes (3)
There will be three quizzes throughout this course. Quizzes will consist of 10-15 multiple choice, true/false, and/or fill-in-the-blank questions as well a short answer/essay question (approximately 400-500 words). The questions on the quiz will relate to the powerpoint material covered since the last quiz (i.e. the quizzes are not cumulative). As the course is online, the quizzes are open book/note. However, it is essential that you review and keep up with the assigned powerpoints as the quizzes will be timed (you will have 60 minutes to complete each quiz).
Media Reflections (6)
You will be asked to watch selected films or media and submit a reflection. In lieu of buying a textbook for this course, you may be asked to spend a few dollars to rent some of the films. For each of these media assignments, you will be asked to provide a written reflection using a provided prompt. Your reflection should be between 300-400 words. You are welcome to bring in material from the powerpoints and/or outside sources, as well (make sure to cite outside sources). Your media reflection due dates can be found in the course schedule. All media reflections will be posted to the appropriate thread on the HuskyCT discussion board.
Responses to Peers’ Media Reflections (12)
For each film/media, you are expected to read over your classmates’ media reflections on HuskyCT and to write a response for two of your classmates’ responses. These responses (150-250 words each) should engage with what your classmate has written although you are free to disagree or offer an alternative viewpoint to what your classmate has written. As a reminder, respect and professionalism are required for all interactions with your classmates, including those on the discussion board. Any lack of respect and professionalism will result in a score of zero for the assignment and a removal of the post. 
Final Project
You will create an infographic or short video addressing a lesson about climate change: something you’ve learned about climate change risks, practices that contribute to climate change, climate change myths or facts, etc. Anything that interests you! A detailed rubric will be available on HuskyCT. The project will consist of four parts:
a brief project outline explaining the topic of your infographic or video
a draft, as complete as possible
a paired peer review (pairs will be assigned by Abigail based on the topics and formats you choose in your project outline) 
your final product, including references and a brief summary
Due dates for all project components can be found on the Course Schedule
Powerpoints and Supplementary Readings
Additionally, you are responsible for becoming familiar with the following: 
PowerPoint slide decks on course content: You should closely study each PowerPoint (PPT) slide deck as it is assigned.  Your quizzes will be based on the information presented in these slides and will include multiple choice, true/false, fill-in-the blank and short essay questions. You are responsible for reading the PPT and reading/watching any media embedded in the PPT. It is recommended that you view these powerpoints in presentation mode to ensure you are seeing all of the content. 
Supplementary Readings: There are six additional supplementary readings (three in the first week and three in the second) that accompany the PPTs. You should review these readings in their entirety. Questions about the readings will appear in the first two quizzes.
Extra Credit Opportunities 
There are 3 different extra credit options. You may complete up to three extra credit options (one of each option):
1. Read something (documentary, peer reviewed article, news article, etc) 
2. Find something (...relevant to class in something else you do or watch, e.g. songs, tv shows, movies, etc) 
3. Have a conversation with someone (...talk with someone about climate change and get their thoughts and opinions while offering your own and what you have been learning) 
To get credit: Write a 1 page, double-spaced, summary of the extra credit option that you choose, discussing its relevance to class and (in the case of #2, your objective and motivation) and submit it via email.  You may submit up to 3 of these, but only one at a time (per day) (hint: you can't turn them all in at the end of the May term).  You will receive 1 percentage point added to your final grade (at the end of the semester) for each submission (ex: a 84% would become an 85%).  
Late & Missed Assessment Policy
All course due dates are identified in the Course Schedule, found on HuskyCT. 
The pace of this course is very fast and missed assignments can build up very quickly. Late work will only be accepted if students are in communication with me and have a plan to complete the work. Acceptance of late work will be decided on a case by case basis. Please talk to Abigail if you have any further questions.
Feedback and Grades
I will make every effort to provide feedback and grades within​ 48 hours of deadlines. To keep track of your performance in the course, refer to the Gradebook in HuskyCT. 
Student Authentication and Verification
The University of Connecticut is required to verify the identity of students who participate in online courses and to establish that students who register in an online course are the same students who participate in, complete the course activities and assessments, and receive academic credit. Verification and authentication of student identity in this course will include: 
Secure access to the learning management system (HuskyCT) using your unique UConn NetID and password.
Submission of a video introduction during the first week of class
Students who do not complete the above required authentication steps may be denied access to the course and given an incomplete. Students could lose credit if the identity of the enrolled student completing course activities and assessments cannot be confirmed.
Virtual Classroom Guidelines 
We will all learn together this May-term, not just about climate change and the human experience but also about our own ability to be flexible and adapt. Distance learning will hopefully provide you with an opportunity to be the driver of your own education by seeking information and learning from everyone and everything around you, and not relying on a person at the front of the room. The goal for you is to learn how to think not what to think. To this end, I have tried to create an environment that encourages curiosity, critical thinking, and most importantly, open and non-judgmental communication. I am here to provide support and guidance for course-related work and can help with referrals for other concerns. If you have any difficulties with the course or the coursework, please let me know as soon as possible so that I can work with you throughout this May. Waiting until the end will provide fewer opportunities for me to help you; remember, this Mayterm is only three weeks long! My hope is that you will remain safe and healthy and have the opportunity to learn about the force of climate change and understand its impacts on our planet and its biodiversity, including our own species, now and in the future. Being informed and becoming aware are the first steps to taking action.
If you have a question or concern about an assignment or are having difficulty keeping up with the course work or are just feeling stressed or anxious, please reach out. Don’t wait. I am here to help you. If your concerns or difficulties are not related to the coursework, I can help you find the support that you need. 
If you would like content warnings for any topic, please email me as soon as possible. I’m happy to provide those as needed. 
Academic Integrity
Per UConn’s Office of Community Standards, Academic, Scholarly, and Professional Integrity and Misconduct is defined as unethical academic and scholarly behavior during a course (e.g., on an assignment or exam), as part of other degree requirements (e.g., requirements regarding placement, capstone or comprehensive exams, or placement exams), or at other times during undergraduate, graduate, or professional study and performance, including during engagement in fieldwork, clinical placements, or research.
All work in this course is expected to be original to yourself, with proper citations where needed. Any work found to be plagiarized and any quizzes found to be cheated on will receive an immediate zero. This score may be made up for a maximum of half credit if the student submits a new assignment or retakes the quiz as applicable and completes a 3 paragraph summary of the university’s Academic Integrity policy, why their original assignment was in violation of it, and their reasoning for violating this policy. 
Artificial Intelligence Policy
Any work found to be plagiarized or generated via AI will be given an automatic 0. This score may be made up for a maximum of half credit if the student turns in a new assignment and completes a 3 paragraph summary of the this course’s AI policy, the environmental impacts of AI, and why they chose to use generative/ plagiarizing AI.
Copyright 
Copyrighted materials within the course are only for the use of students enrolled in the course for purposes associated with this course and may not be retained or further disseminated. 
Student-Created Material: The material created by students as part of this course are for the sole use of the students enrolled in this course. Any other use of these materials or any pictures or derivatives of the materials without the written consent of the creator is prohibited. 
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As a member of the University of Connecticut student community, you are held to certain standards and academic policies. In addition, there are numerous resources available to help you succeed in your academic work. Read the Syllabus Addendum, which includes: 
1. University Standards and Policies 
a. The Student Code & Academic Integrity 
b. Communication Guidelines 
c. Credit Hours and Workload 
d. Course Drop/Withdrawal 
e. Policy Against Discrimination, Harassment and Related Interpersonal Violence 
f. Evaluation of Course Experience 
2. Resources and Accommodations 
a. Support Services 
b. Students with Disabilities 
c. Accommodations for Absences Due to Religious Observances and Extracurricular Activities 
d. Emergency Preparedness 
3. Technical Requirements
a. Minimum Equipment Requirements
b. Minimum Software Requirements
c. Browser Recommendations
d. Additional Software Requirements for Some Online Courses
e. Proctoring Requirements
f. Minimum Technical Skills 
g. Student Technology Training 
h. Technology Help 
Additional Technical Requirements
In addition to the equipment and software requirements required of all online courses at UConn, this course requires the following:
Microsoft Office (free to UConn students through uconn.onthehub.com) (Microsoft Accessibility Statement, Microsoft Privacy Statement)
Dedicated access to high-speed internet with a minimum speed of 1.5 Mbps (4 Mbps or higher is recommended).
Optional software/technical requirements for the course: Technical and Academic Help provides a guide to technical and academic assistance.
This course is completely facilitated online using the learning management platform, HuskyCT. If you have difficulty accessing HuskyCT, you have access to the in person/live person support options available during regular business hours through the Help Center. You also have 24x7 Course Support including access to live chat, phone, and support documents.
Online Course Support: 
https://achieve.uconn.edu/online-course/
https://onlinestudent.uconn.edu/keeplearning
Refer to the Syllabus Addendum - “Additional Software Requirements for Some Online Courses” section for information on accessibility, privacy, and system requirements.
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