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The Short Story
 Department of English 

Syllabus information subject to change.
[bookmark: h.eoxv3jm1lbhe]Course and Instructor Information
Course Title:  ENGL 2407: The Short Story
Credits:  3
Format:  Online Asynchronous
Prerequisites:  ENGL 1007 and 1008 OR 1010 or 1011 or 2011
Professor:  Dwight D. Codr 
Dates for this course: May 11-May 29 (2026)
Email: dwight.codr@uconn.edu
Office Hours/Availability:  I will be holding virtual office hours on Thursdays from 9:00AM-11:00AM. There will be no office hours on Thursday, May 14. For this first week of classes, please email me if you have any questions. Please EMAIL ME if you plan to attend office hours and when you wish to do so. We will meet in the Collaborate room on HuskyCT. If I am meeting with someone when you arrive, don’t leave! I will acknowledge your arrival and tell you when to return (usually 5-10 minutes later). 
[bookmark: h.s87zf9kjh2yu]Course Materials
All course texts – stories and supplemental reading and learning materials – are available either via weblinks or as PDFs in the individual learning modules (some are linked from the syllabus; some are available in the HuskyCT folders; some are in both locations). There are no textbooks to purchase for this course. 
[bookmark: h.o2bwdbsz2pfb]Course Description
This course is designed to introduce students to the short story as a literary form. The course, which includes short stories from a range of periods and authors, invites students to engage with these stories through formal writing assignments, discussion board posts, and creative exercises. Students will also read theoretical texts and pieces of literary criticism, which they will apply to the assigned stories.  Content Area 1. Topics of Inquiry 1 and 2. 
[bookmark: h.qadz7w5ykas8]Course Objectives
By the end of the semester, students should be able to: 
1. Describe formal properties of narrative fiction
2. Apply theoretical concepts and terms relating to narrative fiction
3. Distinguish between summary and analysis
4. Distinguish between the roles of the reader, narrator, and author in the study and interpretation of texts
5. Analyze critical interpretations of short stories and consider issues of identity pertaining to those interpretations
6. Develop critical interpretations of short stories supported by textual evidence
7. Engage in critical conversations about fictional techniques and themes 

Alignment of Common Curriculum & Course Student Learning Objectives with Assessments
[bookmark: _17dp8vu]
The Common Curriculum prepares students to tackle 21st-century challenges by combining coursework across disciplines to expand their worldviews, enhance their range of skills, and develop into critical, creative, emotionally intelligent, and interdisciplinary thinkers. The Curriculum is designed to help students learn to be versatile in a rapidly changing world; combine knowledge in innovative ways; apply learning strategies to new contexts, including their major; see local and global patterns and the interconnectedness of intellectual work; and appreciate how we need each other to tackle today’s challenges.

The University has defined student learning objective (what a student should know, be able to do, or attitudes/beliefs they should possess by the end of the course) for each Topic of Inquiry in the Common Curriculum. Each Common Curriculum course aligns to one or more of those objectives. The course’s student learning objectives align to the Common Curriculum objectives; course assessment (assignments, exams/quizzes, etc) align to both the course learning objectives and the Common Curriculum objectives.

	[bookmark: _4uuvjgypaol]Topic of Inquiry
	Common Curriculum objective
	Course student learning objective(s)
	Course assessment(s)

	TOI 1. Creativity: Design, Expression, Innovation
	Students will be able to demonstrate skill with evaluating, adjusting, and adapting the creative process to address particular challenges, needs, or conditions.
	Investigate the process that leads to the creation of a short story.


	Discussion boards
Critical and creative exercises
Final project

	TOI 1: Creativity: Design, Expression, Innovation
	Students will be able to design or create new ideas, mechanisms, methodologies, artistic works, and/or products.
	Create original short stories or short story fragments

Respond to a short story using a range of critical and creative approaches.
	Final project

	TOI 2: Cultural Dimensions of Human Experiences
	Students will be able to analyze the cultures in a given society in their historical, linguistic, and/or sociopolitical context through an understanding of a broad array of historical actors, narratives, artistic forms, power structures, technologies, and/or beliefs.
	Analyze how a given short story reflects, questions, and possibly subverts its given cultural and historical context.    
	Discussion boards
Essays

	TOI 2: Cultural Dimensions of Human Experiences
	Students will be able to engage with a variety of perspectives in the global community, distinguish their own cultural patterns, and, through a process of dialogue and/or critical self-reflection, respond flexibly to multiple worldviews.
	Participate in a critical conversation relating to disability and gender. 
	Essay on “Yellow Wallpaper” and Irony


[bookmark: _agekgqvtceu]








[bookmark: h.26fuln6nfg2]Course Outline
Orientation Module
Module 1: Distinguishing between Summaries and Analyses of Short Stories  
Module 2: The Role of the Author, the Reader, and the Text in Interpreting Short Stories
Module 3: Reading and Responding to Critiques of Short Stories, Part I
Module 4: Reading and Responding to Critiques of Short Stories, Part II
Final Creative Project Module

The Orientation Module can and should be completed on the first day of the May term (May 11).  Modules 1-4 each ask you to complete one discussion board post that will help you to complete the essay assignment for the module. 



[bookmark: h.d6owk3bdb30c]Course Requirements and Grading
Summary of Course Grading:

Discussion Grades:
Orientation Module: Introduce yourself in a Kaltura or YouTube video 10%
M1 Discussion: Distinguishing between Summary and Analysis – 6 Examples 10%
M2 Discussion: Authorial Intention 10%
M3 Discussion: Dramatic Irony 10%
M4 Discussion: Summarizing Gargano 10%
Discussion Subtotal: 50%

Assignment Grades:
M1 Assignment: Essay on “Young Goodman Brown” 10% 
M2 Assignment: Essay on Authorial Intention 10%
M3 Assignment: Essay on “The Yellow Wallpaper” 10%
M4 Assignment: Essay on Poe’s Narrators 10%
Creative Final Project 10%
Assignment Subtotal: 50%

Free Pass
Every student receives one “free pass” for either a regular-module discussion board post OR a regular-module assignment (you cannot use your free pass for your introduction video or for the final creative project). This means that your lowest score will not be calculated into your final grade. If you use a free pass on a discussion board, please still take some time to read through the other discussion board posts since that is where you will find my feedback and, often, tips and suggestions for that module’s essay assignment. 

Professionalism Caveat
This course requires that all students fulfill obligations in a timely and professional manner. To ensure student responsibility and seriousness with respect to course requirements, as well as to ensure that students demonstrate etiquette, respect, professional courtesy, and maturity towards others in the course, I reserve the right to lower grades by up to 3% points at the end of the term in the event of persistent misconduct or unprofessional behavior. This might include repeated failure to respond to emails, repeated violation of course rules or policies, disrespectful behavior towards other students or the instructor, missing scheduled meetings, unwillingness or inability to correct inappropriate or unsatisfactory performance when prompted by the instructor to do so, etc. I do not anticipate exercising this option but reserve the right to do so. 








Grading Scale:
There is no rounding. If your numeric grade at the end of the term is 92.99, you will receive an A- as your final grade. 

	Grade
	Letter Grade
	GPA

	93-100
	A
	4.0

	90-92.99
	A-
	3.7

	87-89.99
	B+
	3.3

	83-86.99
	B
	3.0

	80-82.99
	B-
	2.7

	77-79.99
	C+
	2.3

	73-76.99
	C
	2.0

	70-72.99
	C-
	1.7

	67-69.99
	D+
	1.3

	63-66.99
	D
	1.0

	60-62.99
	D-
	0.7

	<60
	F
	0.0




Due Dates and Late Policy
All course due dates are identified in the course schedule below. Deadlines are based on Eastern Time; if you are in a different time zone, please adjust your submission times accordingly. The instructor reserves the right to change dates as the semester progresses.  All changes will be communicated in an appropriate manner, typically by way of an announcement sent through HuskyCT. Here is where the difference between assignments and discussion board activities is most important: Late assignments will be accepted up to one week after the due date (note that nothing can be submitted after the final day of class, May 26, however), but they will be marked late and the student forfeits feedback from the instructor (i.e. you will be given a reduced grade and you will not receive comments). Late discussion board posts will not be accepted. You will receive a zero if you have not submitted your original post OR if you have not submitted your response posts by the stated deadlines. Discussion board posts are due at 5PM; essays are due at 11:59PM. Set reminders on your mobile!

Feedback and Grades
I will make every effort to provide feedback and grades quickly (within 24 hours on discussion board posts; within 72 hours for module essay assignments). To keep track of your performance in the course, refer to My Grades in HuskyCT. If you have a question about a grade that you have received, please come to office hours. Most feedback will appear in the form of numerical scores in a grading rubric; the scores will be pinned to a different aspect of an assignment or discussion board prompt. Such aspects include demonstration of comprehension of the reading, ability to apply theory to practical cases or examples, and quality/clarity of writing. I relish the chance to dive deeper into any assignment, however, so do not hesitate to set up a meeting with me to discuss your performances!

Weekly Time Commitment
You should expect to dedicate 42-56 hours per week to this course. This expectation is based on the various course activities, assignments, and assessments and the University of Connecticut’s policy regarding credit hours. More information related to hours per week per credit can be accessed at the Online Student website. Modules 2 and 4 are the most work intensive; the Orientation and Module 3 are the least work intensive.

Student Authentication and Verification
The University of Connecticut is required to verify the identity of students who participate in online courses and to establish that students who register in an online course are the same students who participate in, complete the course activities and assessments, and receive academic credit. Verification and authentication of student identity in this course will include:
1. Secure access to the learning management system using your unique UConn NetID and password.
2. Your second authentication is a video presentation in the Orientation module. You must appear in this video. 
Student Responsibilities and Resources 
As a member of the University of Connecticut student community, you are held to certain standards and academic policies. In addition, there are numerous resources available to help you succeed in your academic work. Review these important standards, policies and resources, which include:

· The Student Code: You are responsible for acting in accordance with the University of Connecticut's Student Code. Review and become familiar with these expectations. In particular, make sure you have read the section that applies to you on Academic Integrity. Cheating and plagiarism are taken very seriously at the University of Connecticut. As a student, it is your responsibility to avoid plagiarism. If you need more information about the subject of plagiarism, use the following resources:
https://onlinestudent.uconn.edu/learn-more/#PL

· The use of Artificial Intelligence to generate any answers or writings for this course is strictly prohibited. A single infraction may result in failure of the course. Other instructors may have more permissive AI policies, but this does not excuse the use of AI in this course. As a member of the University of Connecticut Academic Integrity Committee I take my charge in this respect seriously and ask that you do so, too. 

· Copyrighted Materials: Copyrighted materials within the course are only for the use of students enrolled in the course for purposes associated with this course and may not be retained or further disseminated. This includes all lecture content as well as the media itself. In other words, it’s not just the video files that are protected; transcriptions of the lectures are also copyright protected as are all notes and other learning materials. 

· Netiquette and Communication: At all times, course communication with fellow students and the instructor are to be professional and courteous. Further, it is expected that you proofread all your written communication, including discussion posts, assignment submissions, and mail messages. If you are new to online learning or need a netiquette refresher, please look at this guide titled, The Core Rules of Netiquette. 

· Announcements: You should be sure to carefully read any announcements for the course as well as any emails that arrive from the instructor as soon as possible. 

· Adding or Dropping a Course: If you should decide to add or drop a course, there are official procedures to follow. For more information, contact the Office of the Registrar and/or refer to the: Undergraduate Catalog

· Academic Calendar: The University's Academic Calendar contains important Winter Intersession dates.

· Policy Against Discrimination, Harassment, and Inappropriate Romantic Relationships: The University is committed to maintaining an environment free of discrimination or discriminatory harassment directed toward any person or group within its community – students, employees, or visitors.  Academic and professional excellence can flourish only when each member of our community is assured an atmosphere of mutual respect.  All members of the University community are responsible for the maintenance of an academic and work environment in which people are free to learn and work without fear of discrimination or discriminatory harassment.  In addition, inappropriate Romantic relationships can undermine the University’s mission when those in positions of authority abuse or appear to abuse their authority.  To that end, and in accordance with federal and state law, the University prohibits discrimination and discriminatory harassment, as well as inappropriate Romantic relationships, and such behavior will be met with appropriate disciplinary action, up to and including dismissal from the University. More information is available at http://policy.uconn.edu/?p=2884

· Sexual Assault Reporting Policy: To protect the campus community, all non-confidential University employees (including faculty) are required to report assaults they witness or are told about to the Office of Diversity & Equity under the Sexual Assault Response Policy.  The University takes all reports with the utmost seriousness.  Please be aware that while the information you provide will remain private, it will not be confidential and will be shared with University officials who can help. More information is available at http://sexualviolence.uconn.edu/
Students with Disabilities
The University of Connecticut is committed to protecting the rights of individuals with disabilities and assuring that the learning environment is accessible.  If you anticipate or experience physical or academic barriers based on disability or pregnancy, please let me know immediately so that we can discuss options. Students who require accommodations should contact the Center for Students with Disabilities, Wilbur Cross Building Room 204, (860) 486-2020 or http://csd.uconn.edu/.

Blackboard measures and evaluates accessibility using two sets of standards: the WCAG 2.0 standards issued by the World Wide Web Consortium (W3C) and Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act issued in the United States federal government.” (Retrieved March 24, 2013 from Blackboard's website)
Software/Technical Requirements (with Accessibility and Privacy Information)
The software/technical requirements for this course include:

· HuskyCT (HuskyCT/ Blackboard Accessibility Statement, HuskyCT/ Blackboard Privacy Policy)
· Adobe Acrobat Reader (Adobe Reader Accessibility Statement, Adobe Reader Privacy Policy)
· Google Apps (Google Apps Accessibility, Google for Education Privacy Policy)
· Microsoft Office (Microsoft Accessibility Statement, Microsoft Privacy Statement)
· Dedicated access to high-speed internet with a minimum speed of 1.5 Mbps (4 Mbps or higher is recommended).
· WebCam
For information on managing your privacy at the University of Connecticut, visit the University’s Privacy page.
NOTE: This course has NOT been designed for use with mobile devices. You must have access to a desktop computer for this course. 
Help
Links for resources are below this paragraph. The professor is available to answer any questions about the assignments, the course content, deadlines, grades, and so forth. The professor will not be able to answer any questions relating to Kaltura, YouTube, web access issues, technical difficulties with your device, or with access to materials on the HuskyCT page (if the problem is technological). If something should be on the HuskyCT page but is not, however, please do not be afraid to alert the professor to that problem. 

Technical and Academic Help provides a guide to technical and academic assistance. Usually, your best bet is to start with UITS (University Information Technology Services). If they can’t help you, they can direct you to someone who can. 

This course is completely facilitated online using the learning management platform, HuskyCT. If you have difficulty accessing HuskyCT, you have access to the in person/live person support options available during regular business hours through the Help Center. You also have 24x7 Course Support including access to live chat, phone, and support documents.
Minimum Technical Skills
To be successful in this course, you will need the following technical skills:

· Use email with attachments.
· Save files in commonly used word processing program formats.
· Copy and paste text, graphics or hyperlinks.
· Work within two or more browser windows simultaneously.
· Open and access PDF files. 
· Use Kaltura to record and upload a video file to the course HuskyCT
[bookmark: h.yci9aamwfzs7]Evaluation of the Course
Students will be provided an opportunity to evaluate instruction in this course using the University's standard procedures, which are administered by the Office of Institutional Research and Effectiveness (OIRE). 

Additional informal formative surveys may also be administered within the course as an optional evaluation tool. All such surveys and evaluations are anonymous and you are not obligated to complete them. 
Course Schedule and Structure

Below is the “Course Schedule.” Some important notes. 
· While brief descriptions of assignments and discussion board prompts are provided here, you will find details for each of the assignments and discussion board posts in the four learning modules on HuskyCT (M1, M2, M3, and M4). Modules 3 and 4 and the final project module will be made available midway through the course. 
· The schedule here, in this syllabus, takes precedence over any local due dates listed on HuskyCT. 
· If at any point you wish to move ahead of the pace of the course, I would recommend reading the stories and holding off on completing assignments. Reading feedback from me on your assignments will increase your chances of success later in this course. A complete list of stories to be read in this course is provided after the schedule below. Note that there are other required readings than these that will become available once you begin a new learning module. 
· The schedule is subject to change. Any changes will be clearly communicated to you. 
· Discussion board post due times are always 5PM Eastern Time. 
· Essay due times are always 11:59EPM Eastern Time.
· The final mode of assessment is a creative writing project (combined with a short reflective essay). There is no timed, final examination for this course. 

[bookmark: _xre2l7qe5lny]
	Module
	Dates
	Graded Assignments to Complete (see modules for readings, videos, and lecture materials)
	Initial Post Due Date (5PM)
(Discussions only)
	Response Posts and Assignments
Due Dates (11:59PM)

	Course Orientation

	5/11-5/12
	Post Intro Video and Participate in Introductory Discussion
	Mon 5/11
Post video
	Tues 5/12
Responses to Videos Due

	M1 - Distinguishing Between Summary and Analyses of Short Stories
	5/11-5/15
	M1 Discussion - Summary vs Analysis 
	Mon 5/11
Discussion Board for Module 1 Initial Post Due
	Tues 5/12
As a response post, cast your vote for the best post

	
	
	M1 Assignment - “Young Goodman Brown” [YGB]
	
	Thur 5/14
Essay on YGB Due

	M2 - The Role of the Author, the Reader, and the Text in Interpreting Short Stories


	5/15-5/20

	M2 Discussion – Authorial Intention Essay Summaries
	Fri 5/15
Discussion Board for Module 2 Initial Post Due
	Sat 5/16
Post one response:
-Cast your vote for the best post and explain your vote

	
	
	M2 Assignment - Authorial Intention Synthesis Assignment
	
	Weds 5/20
Essay on Authorial Intention Due

	M3 - Reading and Responding to Critiques of Short Stories - Part 1 (Gilman)
	5/21-5/26
	M3 Discussion – Types of Dramatic Irony
	Thurs 5/21 Discussion Board for Module 3 Initial Post Due
	Fri 5/22
Response Posts to Module 3 Initial Posts Due

	
	
	M3 Assignment – Gilman and Irony
	
	Tues 5/26
Essay on “Yellow Wallpaper” Due

	M4 - Reading and Responding to Critiques of Short Stories - Part 2 (Poe)
	1/-
1/
	M4 Discussion – Poe and Gargano
	Tues 5/26
Discussion Board for Module 4 Initial Post Due
	Weds 5/27 
Response Posts to Module 4 Initial Posts Due

	
	
	M4 Assignment - Entering a Critical Conversation
	

	Fri 5/29
Essay on Poe’s Narrators Due

	FINAL ASSESSMENT
	12/30- 1/17
	Final Creative Project
	
	Fri 5/29
(Final Project Due)
ALL WORK DUE




As you can see, the schedule does not provide a list of assigned readings. To find the readings for each module, you will need to consult each module directly. However, some of you may wish to read ahead in the syllabus. For that reason, I provide you with a complete list of the stories you must read for this course here. Please note, however, that this list does not include the many supplemental readings that will be assigned this term. In addition to these stories you will need to read works of literary criticism and instructional materials of various kinds.


Module 1:
Nathaniel Hawthorne. “Young Goodman Brown”
Module 2:
William Faulkner. “A Rose for Emily”
Flannery O’Connor. “A Good Man is Hard to Find”
-----. “Everything that Rises Must Converge”
-----. “Good Country People.
Shirley Jackson. “The Lottery”
Module 3:
Charlotte Perkins Gilman. “The Yellow Wallpaper”
Module 4:
Edgar Allen Poe. “The Fall of the House of Usher”
-----. “Cask of Amontillado”
-----. “Tell-Tale Heart” 
-----. “The Black Cat” 
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