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ANTH 1000 - 026
Peoples and Cultures of the World
Anthropology Department
ANTH 1000 Syllabus – May 2026
Excluding materials for purchase, syllabus information may be subject to change. The most up-to-date syllabus is located within the course in HuskyCT.
Course and Instructor Information
Course Title: Peoples and Cultures of the World 
Subject & Catalog Number: ANTH 1000
Section: 026
Credits: 3
Modality: Online Asynchronous (OA)
Location: 
Course Dates: 5/11/2026 – 5/29/2026
Instructor: Lia Plankenhorn-Farrell (she/her/hers) – Please address me as “Lia”
Email: lia.plankenhorn-farrell@uconn.edu
Office Hours: by appointment, online via Webex
Availability: Please email me to request an online meeting
Course Materials
Required Materials
Cultural Anthropology: A Toolkit for a Global Age, 4th Ed. By Kenneth J. Guest (published by W.W. Norton)

Note: We are not using the “InQuizitive” features that come with this textbook. You are free to get either the physical book or the ebook. Either used or new is fine, as long as you have the FOURTH (4th) EDITION. 

This course also has equipment and software requirements. Additional instructional materials and resources are available through HuskyCT.
Obtaining Materials
Required course materials should be obtained before the first day of class. Materials are available for purchase and/or rent through the UConn Bookstore and may be shipped for a fee. Navigate to Find Course Materials and use the following information to search:
	Campus
	Term
	Department
	Course #
	Section

	Storrs
	May
	ANTH
	1000
	026



Course Description
This course is an introduction to the discipline of Cultural Anthropology. Students will examine the diverse life-ways, social arrangements, and belief systems found among human groups around the world. The course presents the research methods used by cultural anthropologists and students will learn about the practical difficulties and ethical dilemmas of doing anthropological research in familiar and far-off settings. By comparing different societies and cultures with their own, students will acquire new conceptual tools for understanding domestic and global problems, culture change, and current events. The course emphasizes the connections between social institutions, cultural ideas and customs, economic transformation, and historical events. Students will learn how anthropological methods and insights can be applied to the solution of contemporary problems by reflecting on their own experiences. 
Course Learning Objectives
By the end of the course students will be able to: 
1. Demonstrate understanding of the concept of culture
2. Explain cultural relativism as the fundamental anthropological perspective
3. Describe the research methods used by cultural anthropologists
4. Describe the diversity of human cultures, social structures, and languages globally
5. Analyze the role of power and globalization in relation to language, race, ethnicity, nationalism, gender, sex, class, colonialism, and postcolonial economies
6. Apply anthropological concepts and frameworks to analyze current events, personal experiences, and contemporary problems in students’ own communities and around the world
7. Offer thoughtful, well-informed contributions to discussions with peers and faculty on a range of course-related and culturally relevant topics.
Alignment with Common Curriculum
The Common Curriculum prepares students to tackle 21st-century challenges by combining coursework across disciplines to expand their worldviews, enhance their range of skills, and develop into critical, creative, emotionally intelligent, and interdisciplinary thinkers. The Curriculum is designed to help students learn to be versatile in a rapidly changing world; combine knowledge in innovative ways; apply learning strategies to new contexts, including their major; see local and global patterns and the interconnectedness of intellectual work; and appreciate how we need each other to tackle today’s challenges. 

This is a Common Curriculum (CC) course, which addresses one or more Topics of Inquiry (TOI) and related Common Curriculum objectives. This course’s learning objectives and assessments align to the Common Curriculum objectives as shown in the table below.
	Topics of Inquiry (TOI)
	Common Curriculum Objectives
	Course Learning Objectives (CLOs)
	Course Assessments

	TOI-2 Cultural Dimensions of Human Experiences	Learning Objective 1: Students will be able to analyze the cultures in a given society in their historical, linguistic, and/or sociopolitical context through an understanding of a broad array of historical actors, narratives, artistic forms, power structures, technologies, and/or beliefs. 
	CLOs 1, 2, 3, 4, 6
	Review 
Quizzes
Exams
Reading Responses
Discussion Participation

	TOI-2 Cultural Dimensions of Human Experiences	Learning Objective 2: Students will be able to engage with a variety of perspectives in the global community, distinguish their own cultural patterns, and, through a process of dialogue and/or critical self-reflection, respond flexibly to multiple worldviews. 
	CLOs 2, 6, 7
	Reading Responses
Discussion Participation

	TOI-5 Individual Values and Social Institutions	Learning Objective: Using theories and methods of social scientific or humanistic inquiry, students will be able to critically examine how institutions and values are justified and/or how they relate to political, social, economic, or familial institutions. 
	CLOs 5, 6
	Quizzes
Exams
Reading Responses
Discussion Participation
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Course Schedule
Course Outline
Module 1
anthropology in a global age
what is culture?
ethnographic fieldwork
language and sociolinguistics
Module 2
race and racism
ethnicity and nationalism
gender
kinship
Module 3
inequality
global economy
politics and power
religion

Due Dates
Refer to the Course Schedule on HuskyCT for readings, assessments, and due dates. 
Deadlines are based on Eastern Time unless otherwise specified.
Course Requirements and Grading
Grading Scale
Information on grades and grading can be found as follows:
Registrar’s Information on Grading Scales 
University of Connecticut Academic Catalog: Undergraduate > Academic Regulations > Grade Information
General Explanation of Grades
	Numeric Range
	Letter Grade
	Explanation (Undergraduate)

	92.50–100%	A
	Excellent

	89.50–92.49%	A-
	Excellent

	86.50–86.49%	B+
	Very Good

	82.50–86.49%	B
	Good

	79.50–82.49%	B-
	Good

	76.50–79.49%	C+
	Good

	72.50–76.49%	C
	Average

	69.50–72.49%	C-
	Fair

	66.50–69.49%	D+
	Poor

	62.50–66.49%	D
	Poor

	59.50–62.49%	D-
	Merely Passing

	0–59.49%	F
	Failure


Summary of Course Grading
	Course Component
	Weight

	Review Quizzes	10%
	Midterm Exam	10%
	Final Exam
	10%
	Reading Responses 	40%
	Discussions	30%
	Total
	100%

Review Quizzes
(due every weekday at 11:59pm)
Review quizzes are based on the textbook chapters and lecture slides. All questions are multiple-choice, and you may consult your notes and the textbook during the quiz.
Midterm Exam 
(due second Wednesday of course- 5/20)
The midterm exam consists of multiple-choice questions based on the textbook and lecture slides. The exam is open note and open book and will cover the first half of our class (textbook chapters 1-6). You will have 120 minutes to complete the exam. The exam will be available from 12:01 AM until 11:59 PM on Wednesday 5/20.
Final Exam
(due last Friday of course- 5/29) 
The final exam consists of multiple-choice questions based on the textbook and lecture slides. The exam is open note and open book and will cover the second half of the class (textbook chapters 7, 9-11, 14-15). You will have 120 minutes to complete the exam. The exam will be available from 12:01 AM until 11:59 PM on Friday 5/29.
Reading Responses
(due every few days)
Every few days, you will be expected to complete and submit a Reading Response (RR) via Safe Assign on HuskyCT.  Each assignment includes the choice of two activities/question sets. You should choose ONE of these to complete.
Discussions
(due every few days)
The day after you submit each reading response, you will be expected to post a few highlights of your reading response on the discussion board (not the entire response!) along with a reflection on how the chapter topic relates to your daily life. You must also reply to at least two classmates’ posts on each discussion board.
Late & Missed Assessment Policy
All course due dates are identified in the Course Schedule. All assignments, quizzes, and exams are due by 11:59 PM (Eastern Time) on the dates listed.
Late and missed assignments will not be accepted unless an extension has been requested via email. If approved, makeup work will be accepted until 11:59 pm the following Sunday.
Feedback and Grades
I will make every effort to provide feedback and grades within 48 hours following assignment deadlines. To keep track of your grade in the course, see Gradebook in HuskyCT.
Student Authentication and Verification
The University of Connecticut is required to verify the identity of students who participate in online courses and to establish that students who register in an online course are the same students who participate in, complete the course activities and assessments, and receive academic credit. 
Verification and authentication of student identity in this course will include: 
Secure access to the learning management system (HuskyCT) using your unique UConn NetID and password.
You will create a video with your webcam for Chapter 3-4 and Chapter 10-11 discussions. You can use any video software tool of your choice. If you want, you can use Kaltura which is free for UConn students. Visit: Kaltura Video Tool in the Resources folder in HuskyCT. All other discussion posts and responses will be in written format.
Students who do not complete the above required authentication steps may be denied access to the course and given an incomplete. Students could lose credit if the identity of the enrolled student completing course activities and assessments cannot be confirmed.
Virtual Classroom Guidelines 
Weekly time commitment
This is an intensive course covering a significant amount of material in three weeks. Students should expect to dedicate approximately 42 hours a week to this course. This expectation is based on the various course activities, assignments, and assessments and the University of Connecticut’s policy regarding credit hours. More information related to hours per week per credit can be accessed at the Online Student website.
“Classroom” Conduct
We cover sensitive topics in this course. All students are expected to treat one another with respect and to contribute to making the class a safe environment for all. The words we choose matter. Racist, sexist, homophobic and transphobic language will not be tolerated. Students are expected to do their best to refer to people by their indicated names, pronouns and terms when engaging in discussion posts. However, we are all human and sometimes make mistakes – if you do, simply correct yourself and move on!


Frequently Asked Questions
Q. How do I get an ‘A’?
A. Participate regularly and complete assignments on time. Read grading feedback to improve your reading responses and discussion posts. Contribute positively to conversations on the discussion board and connect topics and material to your own lived experiences and current events.

Q. How should I study for the exams?
A. The best way to study for the exams and quizzes is to read each chapter, review the lecture slides, and practice using the glossary flashcards on HuskyCT. Reviewing your quizzes and learning from your mistakes will help you do better on the exams.

Q. What is HuskyCT?
A. HuskyCT is an online teaching tool where you can find the syllabus, course announcements, supplementary videos, lecture slides, and study guides. It is also where you will complete quizzes and exams and submit your reading responses and discussion posts. Please log in prior to the start of the course and familiarize yourself with the platform.

Q. What if I miss a deadline or am unable to complete work on time due to illness or other emergency circumstances?
A. Please reach out to the instructor by email as soon as you are able to request an extension or permission to submit make-up work. Because this course is condensed, students are expected to keep up with all course deadlines when possible.


Academic Integrity
Cheating and plagiarism are serious offenses. All work submitted for evaluation must be your own and include proper citations of works consulted. Students are expected to complete the “Understanding Plagiarism” module on HuskyCT during the first week of class.
Cheating includes:
· Asking a third party to complete your coursework for you
· Copying another student or third party’s coursework
· Submitting substantially overlapping work to multiple courses without instructor permission
Plagiarism includes:
· Using words or phrases from another source without quotation marks and proper citation
· Presenting someone else’s ideas or theories in your own words without proper citation 
· Failing to acknowledge collaborators
In addition, all students are expected to act in accordance with the Guidelines for Academic Integrity at the University of Connecticut. If you have questions about academic integrity or intellectual property, you should consult with me or consult UConn’s guidelines for academic integrity. Posting course material on student tutoring and course sharing websites (e.g. Chegg, Course Hero) may be a violation of my copyright and intellectual property and a violation of academic integrity. 
Violations of these academic integrity guidelines will result in a failing grade in the course and potential disciplinary action. If you are unclear about what constitutes cheating or plagiarism, please reach out to the UConn Writing Center and/or the instructor for guidance.
Artificial Intelligence Policy
Many of you may also be familiar with ChatGPT, a Large Language artificial intelligence (AI) model that has the capacity to quickly produce text on a range of topics.  ChatGPT aggregates the ideas and insights of many researchers without giving them credit.  Submitting ChatGPT-generated text as your own work would be an act of plagiarism insofar as it would involve passing off the work of others as your own. For these reasons, you are not allowed to use this ChatGPT or other similar tools to produce academic work for this class, unless otherwise explicitly permitted to do so.  You should also know that the university has AI detection software that distinguishes between AI generated content and human generated content.
In addition to setting expectations for student use of AI, I want to be transparent about my own use. I do not rely on AI for generating course content or grading or evaluating student work. My role as your instructor—providing expertise, guidance, and feedback—remains central to your learning experience.
Copyright 
All course materials are subject to copyright and are the intellectual property of current or prior instructors, W. W. Norton, or other copyright holders where indicated. Students may take notes but may not copy or distribute course material outside of this class.
Students may also not copy, share, or distribute classmates’ work or personal information outside our course.
[bookmark: _Syllabus_Addendum]Student-Created Videos: The videos created by students as part of this course are for the sole use of the students enrolled in this course. Any other use of these videos or any pictures or derivatives of the videos without the written consent of the video creator is prohibited. 
Syllabus Addendum 
As a member of the University of Connecticut student community, you are held to certain standards and academic policies. In addition, there are numerous resources available to help you succeed in your academic work. Read the Syllabus Addendum, which includes: 
1. University Standards and Policies 
a. The Student Code & Academic Integrity 
b. Communication Guidelines 
c. Credit Hours and Workload 
d. Course Drop/Withdrawal 
e. Policy Against Discrimination, Harassment and Related Interpersonal Violence 
f. Evaluation of Course Experience 
2. Resources and Accommodations 
a. Support Services 
b. Students with Disabilities 
i. The University of Connecticut is committed to protecting the rights of individuals with disabilities and assuring that the learning environment is accessible.  If you anticipate or experience physical or academic barriers based on disability or pregnancy, please let me know immediately so that we can discuss options. Students who require accommodations should contact the Center for Students with Disabilities, Wilbur Cross Building Room 204, (860) 486-2020 or http://csd.uconn.edu/.
c. Accommodations for Absences Due to Religious Observances and Extracurricular Activities 
d. Emergency Preparedness 
3. Technical Requirements
a. Minimum Equipment Requirements
b. Minimum Software Requirements
c. Browser Recommendations
d. Additional Software Requirements for Some Online Courses
e. Proctoring Requirements
f. Minimum Technical Skills 
g. Student Technology Training 
h. Technology Help 

Additional Technical Requirements
This course is facilitated online using the learning management platform, HuskyCT. The IT Knowledge Base provides students with support, troubleshooting, and how-to information about HuskyCT. The IT Knowledge Base includes a video tour of HuskyCT.
For technical help with HuskyCT, you have access to the in-person/live person support options available during regular business hours through the Help Center. You also have 24x7 Course Support outside of business hours, including access to live chat, phone, and support documents.
Technical and Academic Help provides a guide to frequently asked questions for online students.
The following software and equipment is required for this course:
· HuskyCT/Blackboard [ HuskyCT Accessibility Statement | HuskyCT Privacy Policy ]
· Adobe Acrobat Reader [ Adobe Reader Accessibility Statement | Adobe Reader Privacy Policy ]
· Microsoft Office (free to UConn students through uconn.onthehub.com) [Microsoft Accessibility Statement | Microsoft Privacy Statement ]
· Kaltura or other video software of your choice for Video Discussions [ Kaltura Accessibility Statement | Kaltura Privacy Policy ] 
· Webcam
· Dedicated access to high-speed internet with a minimum speed of 1.5 Mbps (4 Mbps or higher is recommended)
· Access to a laptop or desktop computer (Note: This course has not been designed for use with mobile devices)
For information on managing your privacy at the University of Connecticut, visit the University’s Privacy page.

To be successful in this course, you will need the following technical skills:
· Use electronic mail with attachments
· Save files in commonly used word processing program formats
· Copy and paste text, graphics or hyperlinks
· Work within two or more browser windows simultaneously
· Open and access PDF files
· Use a video software tool, such as Kaltura
· Webcam use
University students are expected to demonstrate competency in Computer Technology. Explore the Computer Technology Competencies page for more information.
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