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Art Appreciation
Pamela Bramble
Department of Art and Art History

Syllabus – May Term 2026
Information may be subject to change 

[bookmark: h.eoxv3jm1lbhe]“Art does not reproduce the visible, but rather it makes visible.”  Paul Klee, 20th c painter
[bookmark: h.oi5lubt3rbg9]Course and Instructor Information
Course Title:  Art Appreciation 
Credits:  03
Format/Modality:  OA (online asynchronous)
Professor:  Pamela Bramble, Associate Professor Emeritus 
Email: Pamela.bramble@uconn.edu 
Telephone: Department of Art and Art History 860-486-3930
Office Hours/Availability: By appointment
[bookmark: h.s87zf9kjh2yu]Course Materials

[bookmark: _Hlk184044776]IMPORTANT: Please have the required Getlein & Donahue-Wallace textbook purchased and available to you before the first day of class.

Getlein, Mark and Kelly Donahue-Wallace. Living With Art. 13th ed. New York: McGraw-Hill Inc., 2024. 
This text is available through Connect Access, through the UConn bookstore www.uconn.bncollege.com

Optional:  Sayre, Henry. Writing About Art. 6th ed. Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2009.  
Available through a local or online bookstore. 

Course Description
[bookmark: h.o2bwdbsz2pfb]
Not open to Art majors. Intended primarily for students who are not art majors.

Introduction to the visual arts, past and present. The visual language of artists, historical and cultural significance of works of art. TOI-1, TO1-2.
This course introduces students to the broad spectrum of visual art offering global and historical perspectives. To gain an appreciation of visual art and the creative process, emphasis is on learning about the visual language employed by artists and on how to use the descriptive analysis process. Topics include the themes and purposes of art; the vocabulary of art and composition; art mediums (drawing, painting, sculpture, printmaking, the camera arts, communication design, environmental art, performance art and architecture); historical and cultural significance of specific works of art and seminal artists; survey of art from Paleolithic to modern time. 
Topics of Inquiry, Common Curriculum Objectives, Course Student Learning Objectives and Course Assessments: 
	Topic of Inquiry 
	Common Curriculum objective 
	Course Student Learning objective(s) 
	Course assessment(s) 

	TOI-2: 
Cultural 
Dimensions of Human Experience 
	Learning Objective 1: Students should be able to analyze the cultures in a given society in their historical, linguistic, and/or sociopolitical context through an understanding of a broad array of historical actors, narratives, artistic forms, power structures, technologies, and or beliefs 
	Course Learning Objective 3 
Analyze similarities, differences, and interrelationships among cultural and aesthetic objects, whether artifacts, artworks, or architectural structures 
 
	Discussions, quiz-like assignments, writing assignments 
 
 

	TOI-2: 
Cultural 
Dimensions of Human Experience 
	Learning Objective 2: Students should be able to engage with a variety of perspectives in the global community, distinguish their own cultural patterns, and through a process of dialogue and/or critical self-reflection, respond 
flexibly to multiple worldviews 
	Course Learning  
Objectives 1 & 2 : 
Analyze artistic and cultural achievements in their historical and sociopolitical contexts through an understanding of a broad array of aesthetic strategies, actors, cultures, contexts, and beliefs.  
 
Assess visual languages, signs, and symbols as expressions of culturally constructed values and communication systems 
	 Discussions, quiz-like assignments, writing assignments, Midterm


	TOI-1: 
Creativity: 
Design, 
Expression, 
Innovation 
	Learning Objective 1: Students should be able to assess the importance of creativity, ideation, innovation, and/or, technical design output to individuals, organizations, society, and/or various fields of study 
	Course Learning Objective 4 Integrate understanding of the purposes of art, the creative process, and the varieties of media artists use for creative expression 
	Discussion, quiz-like assignments, writing assignments, Midterm, Final Paper 

	TOI-I: 
Creativity: 
Design, 
Expression, 
Innovation 
	Learning Objective 3: Students should be able to design or create new ideas, mechanisms, methodologies, artistic works, and/or products 
	Course Learning  
Objective 5 
Generate unique solutions using visual art elements and design principles to communicate concepts. 
	 Final Paper




Course Methodology
[bookmark: h.qadz7w5ykas8]Topics and concepts are covered via readings from the texts + session pages (lecture notes, additional professor’s notes, etc), viewing works of work, virtual museum visits, individual research, assignments and discussions.

Communicate with the professor through Messages. You can expect a response within 24 hours, but usually sooner than that.
Course Requirements and Grading
[bookmark: h.d6owk3bdb30c]
Couse Components 
Session Activities
Course content is divided into 8 sessions, each session worth 100 points. Dates for each session and due dates for each session’s learning activities (discussions and assignments) are available on the Weekly Schedule. 

Each session includes readings (text + session pages) and one or more activity designed to explore specific topics, concepts and terminology introduced and explained in that session.  For some activities, some research is required.

Activity formats include:
· discussions
· larger groups of 6-10 members 
· mid-sized groups 4-6 members 
· small group discussions comprised of 2-3 members
· individual assignments
· short answer and short essay
· multiple choice, multiple answer, true/false
Midterm: Individual Student-led Discussion 
Comprised of four inter-connected components: virtual museum visit, leading a discussion, responding to others’ discussions; and summarizing your discussion. Due dates and times on the Weekly Schedule. 

Final Paper
Comprised of two sections: one that reviews course content and one that lets you get creative! Due date and time on the Weekly Schedule. University Policy states that no Final can be submitted or taken later than the scheduled date unless there are extenuating circumstances.  If an extenuating circumstance exists, the student must contact the Dean of Students office http://www.dos.uconn.edu/ in advance to request an opportunity to submit/take a Final other than at the scheduled time; supporting documentation will be required. 


Averaging of Final Course Grade

	Course Components
	Weight

	Session Activities
	60%

	Midterm
	20%

	Final Paper
	20%





Grading Scale

	Grade
	Letter Grade
	GPA

	93-100
	A
	4.0

	90-92
	A-
	3.7

	87-89
	B+
	3.3

	83-86
	B
	3.0

	80-82
	B-
	2.7

	77-79
	C+
	2.3

	73-76
	C
	2.0

	70-72
	C-
	1.7

	67-69
	D+
	1.3

	63-66
	D
	1.0

	60-62
	D-
	0.7

	<60
	F
	0.0



POLICIES

Due Dates 
All due dates and times are identified in the Weekly Schedule. Deadlines are based on Eastern Standard Time; if you are in a different time zone, please adjust your submittal times accordingly or contact me, Professor Bramble, if an extenuating circumstance applies. Please note that an instructor reserves the right to change dates accordingly as the semester progresses.  All changes will be communicated in an appropriate manner.

All activities, midterm components and final paper are due by the date noted on the Weekly Schedule.

Late Policy
ASSIGNMENTS
Multiple Choice, Multiple Answer and True/False Assignments accepted up to two days maximum from due date with a half letter grade deduction for each day/due time late. If you chose to submit a second attempt, it must be submitted within one day from your first attempt. This includes weekends.

For example, for an assignment assessed at 88% (B+ level work ) but submitted one day late, the grade earned is reduced to 85% (B level work ). If you submitted two days late, grade earned reduced to 82% (B- level work). 

No work accepted beyond the two-day maximum unless arrangements have been made with the professor. Submitting very late work due only to extenuating circumstances will be handled on an individual basis.

Written Assignments accepted up to 2 days maximum from the due date with half a letter grade deduction for each due day/due time late. This includes weekends. 

For example, for an assignment assessed at 88% ( B+) but submitted one day late, the grade earned is reduced to 85% (B); if two days late, reduced to 82% (B-). 

No work accepted beyond the two-day maximum unless arrangements have been made with the professor. 
Submitting very late work due only to extenuating circumstances will be handled on an individual basis.

DISCUSSION POSTS
Accepted up to 1 day maximum with a full letter grade deduction. This includes weekends. For example, for a discussion post assessed as 92 (A-), but submitted one day late, grade earned is reduced to a 82% (B-).

No work accepted beyond the one-day maximum unless arrangements have been made with the professor. 
Submitting very late work due only to extenuating circumstances will be handled on an individual basis.


MIDTERM (EACH COMPONENT) 
Not accepted late except in the case of extenuating circumstances and based on discussion with the professor. 

FINAL PAPER
Not accepted late per university policy.

Revised Work Policy
If you are asked to revise an assignment or discussion post, your revision is due within two days of the date when the grade was posted, unless an alternative date is agreed upon. 

Use of AI POLICY and Academic Integrity
Developing critical analysis skills is one of the objectives of this course, so it is critical that you do your own work. AI-generated responses– in whole or in part – are not acceptable nor permitted, even if you state that you used AI to help with your response. For the activities that require research, conduct your own research; do not rely on AI-generated summaries. 

Please note that submitting ChatGPT-generated text as your own work constitutes plagiarism, earning a grade of “0”. There are no ‘do-overs.’

If you are found guilty of plagiarism, you are guilty of academic misconduct. According to the university, Academic misconduct is dishonest or unethical academic behavior that includes, but is not limited to, misrepresenting mastery in an academic area (e.g., cheating), failing to properly credit information, research, or ideas to their rightful originators or representing such information, research, or ideas as your own (e.g., plagiarism).
Please be aware that the university has AI detection software.
 Further information can be found here https://community.uconn.edu/student-undergraduate-faq/  and guidelines for academic integrity. 




Student Authentication and Verification
The modality of this course is WW (online asynchronous). The University of Connecticut is required to verify the identity of students who participate in online courses and to establish that students who register in an online course are the same students who participate in and complete the course activities and assessments and receive academic credit. 

Verification and authentication of student identity in this course will include: 1). Secure access to the learning management system using your unique UConn NetID and password and 2) Student created videos made for the Introductory Discussion and for selected activities in which the student responds to the prompts for the activity. The videos are of the student; students show their photo ID at the beginning of their videos.

Student Responsibilities and Resources
[bookmark: h.jrkhwhqa4oyn]

As a member of the University of Connecticut student community, you are held to certain standards and academic policies. In addition, there are numerous resources available to help you succeed in your academic work. This section provides a brief overview on important standards, policies, and resources.

Netiquette and Communication
At all times, course communication with fellow students and the instructor are to be professional and courteous. It is expected that you proofread all your written communication, including discussion posts, assignment submissions, and mail messages. If you are new to online learning or need a netiquette refresher, please look at this guide titled, Rules of Netiquette in Online & Distance Learning Courses. 

Guidelines for participating in an online discussion
· Check your posting before you send it! Pay attention to spelling and grammar. Be sure your posting fulfills the stated requirements. 
· Do the appropriate preparation – read the assigned text chapters and session notes - before you join the discussion. 
· When responding to another’s post, do much more than state agreement or disagreement. Justify and support your observations. The most successful postings include examples, reasons, and facts; cite sources when used.
· Opinions are ok to include but they must be supported by actual facts and example.
· If you disagree with something, state why. Respect others' ideas and points of view. Feel free to disagree but express your point of view in a respectful manner. Disrespectful communication is poor communication and not acceptable.
· If you really like something that you've read, explain why. 
· When contributing to a discussion, read other people's postings. Introduce new ideas, but also build on what others have said – ‘piggy-back’ - on other people's ideas.  Help to move the discussion along. 
Student Code
Plagiarism is a serious academic offence. All researched and referenced information that you use for your discussions and assignments must be cited – this includes information you include from our Getlein and Sayre texts and information from the Session content. Use MLA in-text citations and list citations using MLA format at the end of all assignments and discussion postings. ALWAYS CITE IMAGE SOURCE WEBSITE. Use databases and google scholar more; use google and general websites less; avoid blogs and the like. Remember: information from a source other than you must be either paraphrased or quoted AND ALWAYS CITED. A post or assignment that is simply pasted in from another source accompanied by a citation is academically unacceptable -- you must paraphrase or put the information in quote AND CITE THE SOURCE.

Cheating and plagiarism are taken very seriously at the University of Connecticut. As a student, it is your responsibility to avoid plagiarism. If you need more information about the subject of plagiarism, use the following resources:
· Plagiarism: Understanding Plagiarism Tutorial
· University of Connecticut Libraries’ Student Instruction (includes research, citing and writing resources)

You are responsible for acting in accordance with the University of Connecticut's Student Code  Review and become familiar with these expectations. In particular, make sure you have read the section that applies to you on Academic Integrity: Academic Integrity in Undergraduate Education and Research

Copyright
Copyrighted materials within the course are only for the use of students enrolled in the course for purposes associated with this course and may not be retained or further disseminated.

Adding or Dropping a Course
If you should decide to add or drop a course, there are official procedures to follow:  
· Matriculated students should add or drop a course through the Student Administration System.
· Non-degree students should refer to Non-Degree Registration Information located on the registrar’s website.

You must officially drop a course to avoid receiving an "F" on your permanent transcript. Simply discontinuing class or informing the instructor you want to drop does not constitute an official drop of the course. For more information, refer to the:

· Undergraduate Catalog
Academic Calendar 
The University's Academic Calendar contains important semester dates.

Academic Support Resources
Technology and Academic Help provides a guide to technical and academic assistance. 

Students with Disabilities
Students needing special accommodations should work with the University's Center for Students with Disabilities (CSD). You may contact CSD by calling (860) 486-2020 or by emailing csd@uconn.edu. If your request for accommodation is approved, CSD will send an accommodation letter directly to your instructor(s) so that special arrangements can be made. (Note: Student requests for accommodation must be filed each semester.)
Blackboard measures and evaluates accessibility using two sets of standards: the WCAG 2.0 standards issued by the World Wide Web Consortium (W3C) and Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act issued in the United States federal government. (Retrieved November, 2022 from Anthology/Blackboard's Accessibility Information)

[bookmark: h.orcgmgwufib0]Software Requirements and Technical Help

· Word processing software
· Adobe Acrobat Reader
· Internet access

This course is completely facilitated online using the learning management platform, HuskyCT. If you have difficulty accessing HuskyCT, online students have access to the in person/live person support options available during regular business hours in the Technology Support Center. Students also have 24x7 access to live chat, phone and support documents through www.ecampus24x7.uconn.edu.
 
[bookmark: h.44354ujzpgbh]Minimum Technical Skills

To be successful in this course, you will need the following technical skills:

· Use electronic mail with attachments.
· Save files in commonly used word processing program formats.
· Embed images and videos.
· Copy and paste text, graphics or hyperlinks.
· Work within two or more browser windows simultaneously.
· Open and access PDF files. 

Evaluation of the Course
[bookmark: h.yci9aamwfzs7]
Students will be provided an opportunity to evaluate instruction in this course using the University's standard procedures, which are administered by the Office of Budget, Planning and Institutional Research (BPIR). 

Additional informal formative surveys may also be administered within the course as an optional evaluation tool.


The developer of this course is Pamela Bramble, Associate Professor Emeritus of Painting, Department of Art and Art History, University of Connecticut. Artist’s website: Pamelabramble.com
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