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EDLR 2000
Public Pedagogy for Learning and Change
Summer Session I, Asynchronous
3 Credits

Excluding materials for purchase, syllabus information may be subject to change. The most up-to-date syllabus is located within the course in HuskyCT. 

	Robin S. Grenier, PhD                                         	Pronouns: she, her, hers, they
robin.grenier@uconn.edu*                              	I happily answer to Robin, Dr. Grenier, or            
                                                                                    Professor 
                       
To keep email communications organized, please email me using the following subject line format ​for all course related emails​:​ ​
EDLR 2000 Topic​ ​(i.e., EDLR2000 Question about Assignment 3). 

	Office Time

	Office Hours/Availability: By appointment only. We can meet using my WebEx. https://uconn-cmr.webex.com/meet/rsg05004. 

I will typically respond to your inquiries within 24 hours on weekdays, 48 hours on weekends. 



Course Materials

· There are no required textbooks for this course.
· There are a few assignments that require you to watch documentaries or TV shows. Be sure to check you can access these shows and films in some way after reviewing the syllabus.
· Required course readings and most media are available within HuskyCT, through either an Internet link, file, or library resource.

Course Description

EDLR 2000 is an introduction to the concept of public pedagogy, which refers to learning context and practices outside of traditional educational institutions, including in media, art, activism, social movements, and everyday public life. 

Students will critically examine how knowledge is produced, disseminated, and consumed in the public sphere, and how these forms of pedagogy influence social, cultural, and political life. Topics include media consumption, popular culture, art, social justice, and the intersections of pedagogy with activism. This class is appropriate for non-education majors. In an increasingly globalized world, the topics addressed in this course are useful for students in all disciplines.

A Note on Engagement, Dialogue, and Learning in Public

This course encourages students to draw on a wide range of experiences, perspectives, and examples of public pedagogy. Students are invited to engage critically with public texts, spaces, and practices that may be complex, controversial, or challenging.

Engaging critically with harmful ideologies for the purpose of analysis is different from reproducing or promoting them. When examining controversial or harmful public pedagogies, students must do so analytically and with care, clearly situating their examples within a critical framework rather than presenting them uncontextualized.

The goal of this course is not agreement, but responsible participation in shared learning spaces. You are welcome to analyze controversial examples of public pedagogy. You are not permitted to promote hate-based ideologies or reproduce harmful speech. Critical analysis is encouraged; uncritical repetition is not.

This classroom is not a neutral or consequence-free public space. Contributions that create an unsafe environment for others are not acceptable. Students are encouraged, when appropriate, to bring in diverse examples of public pedagogy, including those they find troubling or problematic. 

When doing so, students must:
· frame examples critically
· avoid reproducing slogans, imagery, or language from hate-based movements
· prioritize analysis over provocation

The instructor may intervene to pause or redirect discussion or require the reframing of student submission in order to maintain an inclusive and ethical learning environment.

Additionally, it is important to acknowledge that each of you comes to UConn with your own unique life experiences. This contributes to the way you perceive various types of information. In EDLR 2000, all of the class content, including that which may be intellectually or emotionally challenging, has been intentionally curated to achieve the learning goals for this course. The decision to include such material is not taken lightly. Please review the topics and materials in each module. If you encounter a topic that is intellectually challenging for you, it can create feelings of discomfort and upset. In response, you are encouraged to talk to me or others you respect and trust. Class topics and materials are discussed for the sole purpose of expanding your intellectual engagement in the area of public pedagogy, and I will support you throughout your learning in this course.
Learning Outcomes

By the end of the course, students will:

1. Gain an understanding of public pedagogy both theoretically and a practically for  learning in the wider world and identify it in their community and wider society;
2. Demonstrate an understanding of public pedagogy from a social and educational perspective by critically engaging with the imaginative ways in which knowledge is produced, disseminated, and contested in public spaces.
3. Critically analyze cases and examples of social movements, community-based learning, and digital platforms to think outside conventional frameworks and ideate solutions for complex societal issues through public pedagogy;
4. Apply their knowledge and tools to recognize, analyze, and engage with public knowledge production critically and creatively;
5. Confront real-world issues and devise creative solutions through public pedagogy; and
6. Compose thoughtful and productive contributions in interactions with peers on a range of course-related topics.

Course Objectives Alignment

TOI-1 Creativity: Design, Expression, Innovation
The proposed course fosters creativity, ideation, and innovation by requiring students to think critically about how education operates in the public sphere, both conceptually and practically. Through assignments, readings, and projects, students will explore the potential of creative practices and technical design outputs to transform individual lives, influence organizations, and contribute to larger societal movements. By connecting these concepts to real-world applications, the course enables students to understand the far-reaching importance of creativity and innovation in education and social change.

	Common Curriculum Objective
	Course Objective(s)
	Course Assignment

	Learning Objective 1: Students will be able to assess the importance of creativity, ideation, innovation, and/or technical design output to individuals, organizations, society, and/or various fields of study.
	Demonstrate an understanding of public pedagogy from a social and educational perspective by critically engaging with the imaginative ways in which knowledge is produced, disseminated, and contested in public spaces.
	· Mini-Assessme
· Assignments
· Map Project

	
	Critically analyze cases and examples of social movements, community-based learning, and digital platforms to think outside conventional frameworks and ideate solutions for complex societal issues through public pedagogy.

	

	Learning Objective 2: Students will be able to demonstrate skill with evaluating, adjusting, and adapting the creative process to address particular challenges, needs, or conditions.
	Apply knowledge and tools to recognize, analyze, and engage with public knowledge production critically and creatively.
	· Mini-Assessments
· Assignments 
· Map Project

	
	Confront real-world issues and devise creative solutions through public pedagogy; 
	



Weekly Time Commitment

This course is run on a compressed timeline so, you should expect to dedicate 20+ hours a week to this 5-week course, including at times the weekends. This expectation is based on the various course activities, assignments, and assessments and the University of Connecticut’s policy regarding credit hours. More information related to hours per week per credit can be accessed at the Online Student website.

Course Outline, Requirements, and Grading

	Module 1
	Course Orientation
	6/1

	Module 2
	What is Public Pedagogy?
	6/2-6/4

	Module 3
	The City and Campus as Classroom
	6/5-6/10

	Module 4
	Social Movements
	6/11-6/16

	Module 5
	Media, Memes, and Music
	6/17-6/23

	Module 6
	Museums, Art, and Zines
	6/24-6/26

	Closing
	Reflection
	6/29-7/3



Note: See the course schedule in HuskyCT for a more detailed course outline.

All course due dates are identified in HuskyCT and in the course schedule. Deadlines are based on Eastern Time; if you are in a different time zone, please adjust your submission times accordingly. All modules begin at 6AM on the date listed on the website and HuskyCT. 

The instructor reserves the right to change dates accordingly as the session progresses. All changes will be communicated in an appropriate manner.

Requirements

Mini-Assessments (115 points). In each module, you will complete quizzes, activities, and discussion posts/replies that are based on your learning from specific assigned readings, lectures, or media. This may include for example, short responses and reflections, identifying real-world examples, and assigned exercises.  Due dates, points for each, and requirements for submission are noted in HuskyCT. These assessments should clearly demonstrate that you have done the associated assigned reading and engaged with the associated assigned media. Late Mini-Assessments will be accepted for 24 hours after the posted due date.
Major Assignments (180 pts*). Course assignments are a way to apply and demonstrate your learning and synthesis of a group of assigned readings, media, lectures, and activities. Assignment due dates and requirements for each submission will be noted in HuskyCT. Course Assignments should clearly demonstrate that you have done all the assigned readings and engaged with assigned media. Late submissions are not accepted.

* Major Assignment Drop Policy: I am also aware that sometimes life happens and we are not presenting our best work or are not able to complete an assignment. As such, one lower score will not negatively impact your final evaluation. 
You will complete five (5) Major Assignments over the course of the session. Only your four highest scores will count toward your final grade (4 × 45 = 180 points possible). Your lowest Major Assignment score will be automatically dropped at the end of the session. There are no makeups for major assignments.

Mapping Public Pedagogy Contributions and Curation (75pts/20pts). Over the course of the session, you will contribute to a shared, class-created Google Map that documents examples of public pedagogy in everyday spaces. This map will be collaboratively built across both sections of this course, allowing us to create a broad, collective archive of how teaching and learning happen outside formal classrooms. At the end of the course you will create a brief video presentation of a curated collection you devise from the map contributions.

Part 1: You are required to submit 5 map contributions throughout the session. Each is 15 points for a total of 75 points. Details for the contributions and due dates are available on HuskyCT. Late map contributions are accepted by June 28th. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.2otkls3k9z3x][bookmark: _heading=h.iwyimqfzd4tp]Part 2: At the end of the course you will create a curated slide presentation that draws from the collaborative class map to tell a focused story about public pedagogy. You will act as both a curator and analyst, selecting and organizing examples to demonstrate how teaching and learning happen in public spaces. Details for the video presentation and the due date are available on HuskyCT. Due July 3. Late submissions will NOT be accepted.
[bookmark: _heading=h.v9ixe4o5m2vn]





Grading.

	Category
	Details
	Points Possible

	Mini-Assessments
	18 assessments, various point values
	115

	Major Assignments
	Best 4 of 5 × 45 pts each
	180

	Map Contributions
	5 contributions × 15 pts each
	75

	Map Presentation
	1 presentation
	20

	TOTAL
	 
	390


 
[bookmark: _heading=h.ypwjatkhvpgg]Final Grade Scale. In accordance with the University of Connecticut’s undergraduate grading policy, final letter grades will be assigned as follows:

	Letter Grade
	Percentage
	GPA Points
	Description

	A
	93–100%
	4.0
	Excellent

	 A-
	90–92.9%
	3.7
	 

	 B+
	87–89.9%
	3.3
	Very Good

	B
	83–86.9%
	3.0
	Good

	 B−
	80–82.9%
	2.7
	 

	 C+
	77–79.9%
	2.3
	 

	C
	73–76.9%
	2.0
	Average

	 C−
	70–72.9%
	1.7
	Fair

	 D+
	67–69.9%
	1.3
	Poor

	D
	63–66.9%
	1.0
	 

	 D−
	60–62.9%
	0.7
	Merely Passing

	F
	Below 60%
	0
	Failure



How Your Grade is Calculated. Your final grade is calculated by dividing your total points earned by 390 possible points. Grades are not curved. Students are encouraged to track their progress throughout the session using the point totals above. Final letter grades will be calculated by rounding up any numerical score of .5 or higher. I will make every effort to provide feedback and grades within 3 weekdays. 
To keep track of your performance in the course, refer to My Grades in HuskyCT. At any point, you can calculate your current grade by dividing your cumulative points earned by 390.

Submissions Guidelines.

· How to submit Mini-Assessments, Assignments, and the Map Contributions/Presentation can be found on HuskyCT.
· All assessments and assignments should include terminology and concepts introduced in the assigned readings. The best work will not just name, but also apply these terms and concepts. 
· Citations should always be included on a reference page.
· Multiple attempts to submit are allowed before a deadline – if you make a mistake, upload again. Your instructor will read only the last submission.
· Upload documents in .docx or pdf ONLY – other formats are unreadable and unacceptable. 

General Writing Guidelines.

· You are not allowed to use ChatGPT, GPT-3 or other similar tools to produce any academic work for this class. If you use translation software or a grammar-checking application, please add a note to the end of your submission and add a citation in the reference list. For example:
· At the end of Submission: “ChatGPT was used to edit for grammar, and sentence structure.”
· In the reference list, cite as: OpenAI. (2025). ChatGPT (Mar 27 version) [Large language model]. https://chat.openai.com/.
· Double-space, 1” margins, and type all academically written material (i.e. research papers, literature reviews, etc.)
· Use of first person is encouraged.
· Follow the APA Manual, 7th Edition for style and citation guidelines.
· Use inclusive language (that means avoiding the exclusive use of masculine pronouns when referring to men and women) in your writing.
· Ensure that the quality of your written work reflects the quality of your paper's content. Correct all grammar and spelling errors, as well as awkward or unclear paragraphs before submission.


Writing and Technical Support

Online Tutoring at the Writing Center. Online tutoring is available over the summer. Sessions are 45 minutes long over Skype. If interested, email writingcenter@uconn.edu to set up a time that is convenient for the writer and tutor.

Software/Technical Requirements (with Accessibility and Privacy Information). This course has NOT been designed for use with mobile devices. 

The following browsers are compatible with all minimum software requirements: Google Chrome, Microsoft Edge, and Mozilla Firefox.

The software/technical requirements for this course include:

· Computer that meets Student Device Requirements (Note: Chromebooks do not meet the minimum requirements)
· Dedicated access to high-speed internet with a minimum speed of 1.5 Mbps (4 Mbps or higher is recommended)
· HuskyCT/Blackboard 
· Adobe Acrobat Reader 
· Microsoft Office
· Webex

Minimum Technical Skills. To be successful in this course, you will need the following technical skills:

· Use electronic mail with attachments.
· Save files in commonly used word processing program formats.
· Copy and paste text, graphics or hyperlinks.
· Work within two or more browser windows simultaneously.
· Open and access PDF files.

For information on managing your privacy at the University of Connecticut, visit the University’s Privacy page. University students are expected to demonstrate competency in Computer Technology. Explore the Computer Technology Competencies page for more information.

Technical and Academic Help. This course uses the learning management platform, HuskyCT. If you have difficulty accessing HuskyCT, you have access to the in-person/live-person support options available during regular business hours through the ITS Technology Support Center. You also have 24/7 Course Support including access to live chat, phone, and support documents.
Refer to Frequently Asked Questions for additional technical help.



Student Authentication and Verification

The University of Connecticut is required to verify the identity of students who participate in online courses and to establish that students who register in an online course are the same students who participate in and complete the course activities and assessments and receive academic credit. Verification and authentication of student identity in this course will include:

1. Secure access to the learning management system using your unique UConn NetID and password.

2. Reviewing each student’s submissions for consistency of writing. This includes comparing drafts with final essays, ensuring that the writing in all final essays is consistent with previously submitted work, and checking peer review feedback with essays for consistency. Further, discussion posts and emails will also provide a good indication of a student’s communication skills that can be used to ascertain that graded work is consistent with their performance. 

3. Video and/or audio assignments and/or office hours to discuss content, previous assignments, and progress on existing assignments with students.

Student Responsibilities and Resources

As a member of the University of Connecticut student community, you are held to certain standards and academic policies. In addition, there are numerous resources available to help you succeed in your academic work. This section provides a brief overview of important standards, policies, and resources.

[bookmark: _heading=h.ujl9wus01w67]Student Code. You are responsible for acting in accordance with the University of Connecticut's Student Code. Review and become familiar with these expectations. Make sure you have read the section that applies to you on Academic Integrity: Academic Integrity in Undergraduate Education and Research.

If you are found to have misrepresented your work, plagiarized, used AI, people, or undocumented resources to create or complete assignments you will receive an F for the course and will be reported to Community Standards.

Cheating and plagiarism are taken very seriously at the University of Connecticut. As a student, it is your responsibility to avoid plagiarism. If you need more information about the subject of plagiarism, use the following resources:

· Plagiarism: How to Recognize it and How to Avoid It
· University of Connecticut Libraries’ Student Instruction (includes research, citing and writing resources)

Academic Integrity and Gen AI (ChatGPT, etc). All students are expected to act in accordance with the Guidelines for Academic Integrity at the University of Connecticut. If you have questions about academic integrity or intellectual property, you should consult with me or consult UConn’s guidelines for academic integrity. Specifically, you must be aware that plagiarism, misrepresentation, cheating, and falsifying or stealing other’s work (Including AI generated) will not be tolerated and will result in failing the course. Plagiarism involves taking the thoughts, words, or ideas of others and passing them off as one’s own. Misrepresentation could involve submitting for evaluation work done by another individual; submitting the same work for evaluation in two or more courses without prior approval; unauthorized use of previously completed scholarly work. Fabrication or falsification of your work could involve deliberate falsification of information. 

Posting course material on student tutoring and course sharing websites (e.g. Chegg, Course Hero) may be a violation of my copyright and intellectual property and a violation of academic integrity. 

Many of you may also be aware of the recent release of Gen AI tools, Large Language artificial intelligence (AI) models that have the capacity to quickly produce text on a range of topics. ChatGPT, for example, aggregates the ideas and insights of many researchers without giving them credit. Submitting AI-generated text as your own work would be an act of plagiarism insofar as it would involve passing off the work of others as your own. 

Copyright. Copyrighted materials within the course are only for the use of students enrolled in the course for purposes associated with this course and may not be retained or further disseminated.

The materials on the course website including videos are only for the use of students enrolled in this course for purposes associated with this course and may not be retained or further disseminated. Any other use of these class videos or any pictures or derivatives of the class videos without the written consent of the course’s professor is prohibited.

My lectures, notes, handouts, and displays are protected by state common law and federal copyright law. They are my own original expression, and I’ve recorded them prior or during my lecture in order to ensure that I obtain copyright protection. Students are authorized to take notes in my class; however, this authorization extends only to making one set of notes for your own personal use and no other use. I will inform you as to whether you are authorized to record my lectures at the beginning of each session. If you are so authorized to record my lectures, you may not copy this recording or any other material, provide copies of either to anyone else, or make a commercial use of them without prior permission from me.

[bookmark: _heading=h.6b5enlfag62i]Netiquette and Communication. At all times, course communication with fellow students and the instructor are to be professional and courteous. It is expected that you proofread all your written communication, including discussion posts, assignment submissions, and e-mail messages. If you are new to online learning or need a netiquette refresher, please look at this guide titled, The Core Rules of Netiquette. 

Adding or Dropping a Course. If you should decide to add or drop a course, there are official procedures to follow.

UConn undergraduates may add or drop classes through their Student Admin System account until the last day of the add/drop period listed for each session. After these dates, you must submit a "Student Enrollment Request Form" to be withdrawn from the class, but a "W" notation will be added to your transcript to mark the late withdrawal. You may withdraw with a "W" notation anytime before the last class meeting for a course.
You must officially drop a course to avoid receiving an "F" on your permanent transcript. Simply discontinuing class or informing the instructor you want to drop does not constitute an official drop of the course. 

Academic Calendar. The University's Academic Calendar contains important session dates.

Students with Disabilities. The University of Connecticut is committed to protecting the rights of individuals with disabilities and assuring that the learning environment is accessible. Students needing special accommodations should work with the University's Center for Students with Disabilities (CSD (Center for Students with Disabilities)). You may contact CSD by calling (860) 486-2020 or by emailing csd@uconn.edu. If your request for accommodation is approved, CSD will send an accommodation letter directly to your instructor(s) so that special arrangements can be made. (Note: Student requests for accommodation must be filed each semester.)  

Blackboard measures and evaluates accessibility using two sets of standards: the WCAG 2.0 standards issued by the World Wide Web Consortium (W3C) and Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act issued by the United States federal government.” (Retrieved March 24, 2013 from Blackboard's website)

Policy Against Discrimination, Harassment, and Inappropriate Romantic Relationships. The University is committed to maintaining an environment free of discrimination or discriminatory harassment directed toward any person or group within its community – students, employees, or visitors.  Academic and professional excellence can flourish only when each member of our community is assured an atmosphere of mutual respect.  All members of the University community are responsible for the maintenance of an academic and work environment in which people are free to learn and work without fear of discrimination or discriminatory harassment.  In addition, inappropriate Romantic relationships can undermine the University’s mission when those in positions of authority abuse or appear to abuse their authority.  To that end, and in accordance with federal and state law, the University prohibits discrimination and discriminatory harassment, as well as inappropriate Romantic relationships, and such behavior will be met with appropriate disciplinary action, up to and including dismissal from the University. More information is available at http://policy.uconn.edu/?p=2884. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.uwg8mrpco3r]Sexual Assault Reporting Policy. To protect the campus community, all non-confidential University employees (including faculty) are required to report assaults they witness or are told about to the Office of Diversity & Equity under the Sexual Assault Response Policy.  The University takes all reports with the utmost seriousness.  Please be aware that while the information you provide will remain private, it will not be confidential and will be shared with University officials who can help. More information is available at http://sexualviolence.uconn.edu/.

Evaluation of the Course. Students will be provided an opportunity to evaluate instruction in this course using the University's standard procedures, which are administered by the Office of Institutional Research and Effectiveness (OIRE).

Additional informal formative surveys may also be administered within the course as an optional evaluation tool.



If you made it all the way through, Well Done! Please reach out if you have any questions or concerns. I look forward to learning with you this session. 
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