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HIST 3326 Syllabus – Summer Session I 2026

Excluding materials for purchase, syllabus information may be subject to change. The most up-to-date syllabus is located within the course in HuskyCT.
[bookmark: bookmark=id.30j0zll]Course and Instructor Information

Course Title: Ancient Rome: Emperors and Barbarians
Credits: 3
Format:  Fully Online, Asynchronous
Prerequisites: None
Professor:  Kevin Feeney 

Email: kevin.m.feeney@uconn.edu
Office Hours/Availability: I will hold office hours on Wednesdays from 12 – 2PM on Teams  

I will also meet on Teams by appointment.

I aim to respond to all questions within 24 hours during weekdays. If you do not hear back from me within this period, please feel free to send a follow-up.

[bookmark: bookmark=id.1fob9te]Course Materials


All instructional materials and links to resources are available from within the HuskyCT course.
Course Description
[bookmark: bookmark=id.3znysh7]
The Roman Empire, from its beginnings until its transformation (or "fall") under the "barbarian" invasions, and its influence on later history. CA 1.
  
Content Areas: CA1: Arts & Humanities  
Topics of Inquiry: TOI2: Cultural Dimensi Human Exp, TOI5: Indiv Values Soc Inst  
“I have fixed no limits or duration to their possessions: I have given them empire without end.”
– Jupiter, The Aeneid of Vergil
The Roman Empire dominated the Mediterranean for over half a millennium following its foundation by Augustus at the end of the first century BCE, with a legacy that would far outlast even that. During this time, the Romans both transformed the world around them and were themselves changed dramatically. Although beginning as an imperialist project subjugating provinces to bring wealth to its Italian core, the Empire slowly became a broader ‘commonwealth’ of peoples who adopted elements of Roman norms, culture and identity while in turn changing the very idea of what it meant to be ‘Roman’. At the same time, the Empire would also experience a religious revolution as the new faith of Christianity was born, persecuted, and ultimately captured the very heights of society – all while the Romans faced stronger external and military challenges than ever before, culminating in the famous unravelling of the Empire in the West. This course will introduce students to the fascinating and multifaceted world of imperial Rome in all its breadth and contradictions. No prior knowledge or experience of Ancient History is required.


Course Objectives
[bookmark: bookmark=id.2et92p0]
By the end of the semester, students should be able to: 

1. Identify the basic geography of the ancient Mediterranean. (TOI 2.1)
2. Describe key events in the history of the Roman Empire, the importance of prominent individuals and ideas, and the structures and societies in which they were embedded. (TOI 2.1) (TOI 5)
3. Compare and contrast the treatment of major transhistorical issues in your own society and that of the Roman Mediterranean. (TOI 2.1), (TOI 5)
4. Evaluate questions of reliability and utility for a wide range of primary sources including both written and material evidence. (TOI 2.1), (TOI 5)
5. Formulate a historical argument with a clear thesis and evidence based on your identification and investigation of a historical problem. (TOI 2.1)

Course Outline (and Calendar if Applicable)
[bookmark: bookmark=id.tyjcwt]
Module 1: From Republic to Empire
Module 2: The Principate
Module 3: Society and Culture
Module 4: Late Antiquity
Module 5: Decline, Fall and Legacy

Course Requirements and Grading
[bookmark: bookmark=id.3dy6vkm]
Summary of Course Grading:

	Course Components
	Weight

	Module Quizzes (4)
	10%

	Individual Assignments
	15%

	Group Activities & Discussions
	10%

	Perusall Assignments (4)
	20%

	Journal Entries (4)
	10%

	Mid-Term Assignment
	15%

	Final Assignment
	20%



Module Quizzes
There will be 4 quizzes within in this course:
1. Module 1 Ancient Mediterranean Map Quiz – This quiz assesses your ability to identify the basic geography of the ancient Mediterranean in the Principate. This quiz will be proctored via Respondus Lockdown Browser. You can take a practice quiz an unlimited number of times prior to taking the graded quiz.
2. Module 2 Timeline Quiz – This quiz will assess your ability to identify key events and people from the Roman Empire. This quiz will be proctored via Respondus Lockdown Browser. You can take a practice quiz an unlimited number of times prior to taking the graded quiz.
3. Module 2 Coin Quiz – This quiz will ask you to match the different parts of a Roman coin, based on a prior guide.
4. Module 3 Reading Quiz – This is a short quiz where you will identify key aspects of the Roman religious worldview based on a specific reading.

Each quiz is worth a different number of points. They are cumulatively worth 10% of your final grade.

Individual Assignments
There are several individual assignments required in the course, overwhelmingly focused around gauging your response to a set reading.  Each will be graded on a 100-point scale, and they are cumulatively worth 15% of your final grade.
1. Module 1 Reading Questions
2. Module 1 Reading Questions
3. Module 2 Coin Sample Messages
4. Module 3 Reading Questions
5. Module 4 Reading Questions


Group Activities & Assignments
There are four group activities in this course,in Modules 4 and 5. Two of these will ask you to work with a small group to complete and then share a collaborative document in SharePoint. You are each expected to contribute to your group’s document. The other two consist of a class discussion, for which you will be asked to respond to a prompt and then reply to at least two of your peers’ responses for full credit. 

These assignments are each worth 100 points and cumulatively they are worth 10% of your final grade (5% in each module). 

Perusall Assignments	
[bookmark: _Int_pJuxjQ1W]Perusall is a tool to help you master readings faster, understand the material better, and get more out of your classes. To achieve this goal, you will be collaboratively annotating primary source documents with others in your class, raising insights of your own as well as responding to the insights of your peers. Your goals in annotating each reading assignment are to stimulate discussion by posting good questions or comments and to help others by answering their questions. Based on the overall body of your annotations, you will receive a score for each assignment as follows

3 =	demonstrates exceptionally thoughtful and thorough reading of the entire assignment
2 = 	demonstrates thoughtful and thorough reading of the entire assignment
1 =	demonstrates superficial reading of the entire assignment OR thoughtful reading of only part of the assignment
0 = 	demonstrates superficial reading of only part of the assignment

The Perusall assignments are collectively worth 20% of your final grade.

Journal Entries	
[bookmark: _Int_1fDlTc68]There are four graded journal entries required in this course. In these journals, you will be asked to compare and contrast a Roman historical event or concept with contemporary events or concepts.

Journal entries are graded via a Rubric, worth 100 points each, and cumulatively worth 10% of the total grade.

Mid-Term Assignment
There will be a timed essay assignment in Module 3, using Respondus Lockdown Browser.  A number of readings will be available within the assignment to support your essay.  Once you start the essay, you will have 60 minutes to complete and submit. The essay is worth 100 points. 


Final Assignment
For this course’s final assignment, you will complete a second timed written assignment using Respondus Lockdown Browser. This will be longer and more involved than the Mid-Term, and will offer you a choice of questions to reflect on the course as a whole. A number of readings will be available within the assignment to support your essay.  Once you start the essay, you will have 120 minutes to complete and submit. The essay is worth 100 points.



Grading Scale:

Information on grades and grading can be found on the Registrar’s site and in the catalog:
· Registrar’s Information on Grading Scales 
· Undergraduate Catalog Grade Information 

Undergraduate

General explanation of the meaning of grades: 

	Grade
	Letter Grade
	

	Excellent
	A
	93-100

	
	A-
	90-92.5

	Very Good
	B+
	87-89.5

	Good
	B
	83-86.5

	
	B-
	80-82.5

	
	C+
	77-79.5

	Average
	C
	73-76.5

	Fair
	C-
	70-72.5

	Poor
	D+
	67-69.5

	
	D
	63-66.5

	Merely Passing
	D-
	60-62.5

	Failure
	F
	<60



Due Dates and Late Policy

All course due dates are identified in the Course Schedule. Deadlines are based on Eastern Time; if you are in a different time zone, please adjust your submittal times accordingly. The instructor reserves the right to change dates accordingly as the semester progresses.  All changes will be communicated in an appropriate manner.

Late Policy
The late submission of any assignment will result in a blanket reduction of one third of a letter grade for each day that the assignment is late. E.g. An assignment which would have received an A will instead receive an A-, an A- caliber assignment will instead receive a B+, and so on. 


Feedback and Grades

I will make every effort to provide feedback and grades in four days. To keep track of your performance in the course, refer to the Gradebook in HuskyCT. 

Weekly Time Commitment

You should expect to dedicate 42 - 56 hours a week to this course. This expectation is based on the various course activities, assignments, and assessments and the University of Connecticut’s policy regarding credit hours. More information related to hours per week per credit can be accessed at the Online Student website.

Student Authentication and Verification
The University of Connecticut is required to verify the identity of students who participate in online courses and to establish that students who register in an online course are the same students who participate in, complete the course activities and assessments, and receive academic credit. Verification and authentication of student identity in this course will include:
1. Secure access to the learning management system using your unique UConn NetID and password.
2. Additional Method: Students must show ID to access Respondus Lockdown Browser.
Students who do not complete the above required authentication steps may be denied access to the course and given an incomplete. Students could lose credit if the identity of the enrolled student completing course activities and assessments cannot be confirmed.
Copyright
My lectures, notes, handouts, and displays are protected by state common law and federal copyright law. They are my own original expressions, and I’ve recorded them in order to ensure that I obtain copyright protection. Students are authorized to take notes in my class; however, this authorization extends only to making one set of notes for your own personal use and no other use. 
Student Responsibilities and Resources 

As a member of the University of Connecticut student community, you are held to certain standards and academic policies. In addition, there are numerous resources available to help you succeed in your academic work. 

AI: This class does not permit you to use language learning models and other AI tools (including but not limited to ChatGPT and/or Grammarly) for quizzes, discussions, reading questions, examinations, or any other assignment. Submitting AI-generated text as your own will be treated as an act of plagiarism.

Review these important standards, policies and resources, which include:

· The Student Code
· Resources on Avoiding Cheating and Plagiarism
· Academic, Scholarly, and Professional Integrity and Misconduct (ASPIM)
· Copyrighted Materials
· Credit Hours and Workload
· Netiquette and Communication
· Adding or Dropping a Course
· Academic Calendar
· Policy Against Discrimination, Harassment and Inappropriate Romantic Relationships
· Sexual Assault Reporting Policy
Student Health and Wellness

The University of Connecticut strives to support the optimal well-being of all students. Student Health and Wellness (SHaW) offers a comprehensive set of services including medical care, mental health, and health promotion.
Students with Disabilities

The University of Connecticut is committed to protecting the rights of individuals with disabilities and assuring that the learning environment is accessible. Students who require accommodations should contact the Center for Students with Disabilities, Wilbur Cross Building Room 204, (860) 486-2020 or http://csd.uconn.edu/.

Blackboard measures and evaluates accessibility using two sets of standards: the WCAG 2.0 standards issued by the World Wide Web Consortium (W3C) and Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act issued in the United States federal government.” (Retrieved March 24, 2013 from Blackboard's website)
Software/Technical Requirements (with Accessibility and Privacy Information)

The University has set minimum device requirements for all students. NOTE: Chromebooks do not meet the minimum requirements.

The software/technical requirements for this course include:

· [bookmark: _heading=h.1t3h5sf]HuskyCT/Blackboard (HuskyCT/ Blackboard Accessibility Statement, HuskyCT/ Blackboard Privacy Policy)
· Adobe Acrobat Reader (Adobe Reader Accessibility Statement, Adobe Reader Privacy Policy)
· Google Apps (Google Apps Accessibility, Google for Education Privacy Policy)
· Microsoft Office (free to UConn students) (Microsoft Accessibility Statement, Microsoft Privacy Statement)
· Perusall (Accessibility Statement), (Privacy Statement)
· Dedicated access to high-speed internet with a minimum speed of 1.5 Mbps (4 Mbps or higher is recommended).
· Webcam


For information on managing your privacy at the University of Connecticut, visit the University’s Privacy page.

NOTE: This course has NOT been designed for use with mobile devices.
Help

This course is facilitated online using the learning management platform, HuskyCT. The IT Knowledge Base provides students with support, troubleshooting, and how-to information about HuskyCT. The IT Knowledge Base includes a video tour of HuskyCT.

For technical help with HuskyCT, you have access to the in-person/live person support options available during regular business hours through the Technology Support Center. You also have 24x7 Course Support outside of business hours, including access to live chat, phone, and support documents.

Technical and Academic Help provides a guide to frequently asked questions for online students.

Study Groups 

Are you interested in forming a study group with other students in the class?  There is a study group application in Nexus that can help you get started. View this video for more information.
Minimum Technical Skills

To be successful in this course, you will need the following technical skills:

· Use electronic mail with attachments.
· Save files in commonly used word processing program formats.
· Copy and paste text, graphics or hyperlinks.
· Work within two or more browser windows simultaneously.
· Access PDF files. 
· Use a webcam and microphone.

Evaluation of the Course
[bookmark: bookmark=id.4d34og8]
Students will be provided an opportunity to evaluate instruction in this course using the University's Student Evaluation of Teaching (SET), which is administered by the Office of Budget, Planning and Institutional Research (BPIR).

Additional informal formative surveys may also be administered within the course as an optional evaluation tool.
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