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ASLN 1101: Elementary American Sign Language I
Summer Session 1 2026
[bookmark: bookmark=id.30j0zll]Course and Instructor Information

Course Title:  Elementary American Sign Language I
Credits:  4
Format:  Online Asynchronous
Prerequisites:  None 	
Professor:  Michael Schlang  
Email: Michael.Schlang@UConn.edu 
Office Hours/Availability:  By Appointment 

Note regarding the world language graduation requirement: If you are looking to take the next level of ASL, ASLN 1102, this course is available in person, spring semester at the Storrs campus or online for the second session of summer courses.  However, ASLN 1103 and 1104 are not available online.  If you are looking to satisfy your world language graduation requirements, ASLN 1103 and 1104 are available in person and only at the Storrs campus.  Please be mindful of this if you are looking to satisfy your world language graduation requirements.
[bookmark: bookmark=id.1fob9te]Course Materials

Course materials should be obtained before the first day of class.

Textbooks are available for purchase through the UConn Bookstore: Find Course Materials, 
Campus: Storrs 	
Textbooks can be shipped (fees apply).

Course Materials:
	
	 
 
 
[image: /var/folders/5s/c50jbc9x7yx43c6wd8ltvbr00000gp/T/com.microsoft.Word/Content.MSO/20466720.tmp] 
	 
GoReact, is an online video platform used to submit assignments for the purpose of evaluation, feedback and assessment. 
 
Note: If you have the Husky Book Bundle, you will need an access code and submit a confirmation in the reservation portal through this link. Any questions regarding the Book Bundle should be directed to huskybookbundle@uconn.edu.  
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Smith, C., Lentz, E., & Mikos, K. (2020). Interactive Online Student Materials for Signing Naturally, Units 1-6. San Diego, CA: DawnSignPress. 
 
The Interactive Online Student Materials for Signing Naturally, will reinforce what was taught in class and will provide an effective way for you to review, practice, and retain what you learned. 
 
Note: If you have the Husky Book Bundle, the bookstore will provide you with an access code. Any questions regarding the Book Bundle should be directed to huskybookbundle@uconn.edu. 
 



	GoReact 
 
GoReact is an interactive cloud-based platform for feedback, grading, and critiquing of student video assignments.  The software will be available for purchase on the “GoReact” link on HuskyCT and it is $31.99 for the semester.  GoReact is also an excellent way to build a portfolio as you can reflect back on your recording assignments to continue to achieve a level of fluency in ASL. ***Even if you have a GoReact.com account from previous courses, you will need to access your assignments directly through HuskyCT. (For book bundles) ***You need to request a code from the bookstore to have access.  






The University has set minimum device requirements for all students. 


Additional instructional materials and links to resources are available from within the HuskyCT course.
Course Description
[bookmark: bookmark=id.3znysh7]
The first level of American Sign Language is an introduction to the study of ASL and Deaf culture.  We stress an emphasis on receptive and expressive skills through student-teacher interaction.  This course includes direct teaching and interactive learning, which allows students to thrive and succeed in a full-immersed signing learning environment.  You are expected to participate in all required activities and interact by signing.

Course Objectives
[bookmark: bookmark=id.2et92p0]
By the end of the semester, students should be able to: 

1. Demonstrate conversations and correspondence in American Sign Language to provide and obtain information, express feelings and emotions, and exchange opinions. (Bloom – Applying)

2. Apply live and recorded American Sign Language on a variety of topics. (Bloom – Understanding)  

3. Construct information, concepts, and ideas in American Sign Language to an audience of viewers on a variety of topics. (Bloom – Applying)

4. Illustrate examples of relationships between the practices and perspectives of American Deaf culture. (Bloom – Understanding)  

5. Illustrate examples of products and perspectives of American Deaf culture. (Bloom – Understanding)

Course Outline (and Calendar if Applicable)
[bookmark: bookmark=id.tyjcwt]
Module 1: Signing Naturally Unit 1: Introducing Oneself  
Module 2: Signing Naturally Unit 2: Exchanging Personal Information
Module 3: Signing Naturally Unit 3: Discussing Living Situations
Module 4: Signing Naturally Unit 4: Talking about Family
Module 5: Signing Naturally Unit 5: Talking about Activities   
Course Requirements and Grading
[bookmark: bookmark=id.3dy6vkm]
Summary of Course Grading:

	Course Components
	Weight

	
Signing Naturally Homework 

	10%

(Weekly Signing Naturally Unit Online Exercises) 

	Quizzes x 4
	40%
 
(Each Module Quiz 10%)

	GoReact Assignments x 5
	50%
 
(Each Module GoReact 10%)





Signing Naturally Homework

The Interactive Online Student Materials for Signing Naturally, will reinforce what was taught in class and will provide an effective way for you to review, practice, and retain what you learned.  You will do Signing Naturally online exercises in each weekly unit on Blackboard Ultra and will be graded as complete or incomplete.  The online exercises are worth 10% of your final grade.   

Quizzes 

There will be four written/receptive quizzes throughout the term.  The quizzes are worth 10% each. 

GoReact Assignments 

You will do five recordings on specific topics posted on HuskyCT.  You will post your recordings on GoReact and you will receive detailed feedback for language building skills purposes.  Each GoReact assignment is worth 10% each. 

Grading Scale


	Grade
	Letter Grade
	GPA

	93-100
	            A
	4.0

	90-92
	            A-
	3.7

	87-89
	            B+
	3.3

	83-86
	            B
	3.0

	80-82
	            B-
	2.7

	77-79
	            C+
	2.3

	73-76
	            C
	2.0

	70-72
	            C-
	1.7

	67-69
	            D+
	1.3

	63-66
	            D
	1.0

	60-62
	            D-
	0.7

	<60
	            F
	0.0



Due Dates and Late Policy

Weekly modules will begin on a Monday during the five-week period and weekly assignments will
be due by Sunday midnight for each weekly module with the exception of Week 5 as the last day of the course will be Thursday, July 2.  Deadlines are based on Eastern Time; if you are in a different time zone, please adjust your submittal times accordingly.  You are expected to complete all assignments on time/due date.  Late submissions will not be accepted and marked zero unless you communicate with me prior to the deadline about getting an extension. 

Feedback and Grades

I will make every effort to provide feedback and grades in a timely manner.  To keep track of your performance in the course, refer to Gradebook in HuskyCT.

Weekly Time Commitment

[bookmark: _Int_9IMp7MyI]You should expect to dedicate approximately 35 hours a week to this course. This expectation is based on the various course activities, assignments, and assessments and the University of Connecticut’s policy regarding credit hours. More information related to hours per week per credit can be accessed at the Online Student website.

Student Authentication and Verification

The University of Connecticut is required to verify the identity of students who participate in online courses and to establish that students who register in an online course are the same students who participate in, complete the course activities and assessments, and receive academic credit. Verification and authentication of student identity in this course will include secure access to the learning management system using your unique UConn NetID and password.
Virtual Classroom Guidelines

The web-based video delivery of each class in this course is for sole use of the students rnolled in this course.  Any other use of these class videos or any pictures or derivatives of the class videos without the written consent of the course’s professor is prohibited. 

Copyright
[bookmark: _Int_frJSqR0l][bookmark: _Int_OY5D9exu]My lectures, notes, handouts, and displays are protected by state common law and federal copyright law. They are my own original expression and I’ve recorded them prior or during my lecture in order to ensure that I obtain copyright protection. Students are authorized to take notes in my class; however, this authorization extends only to making one set of notes for your own personal use and no other use. I will inform you as to whether you are authorized to record my lectures at the beginning of each semester. If you are so authorized to record my lectures, you may not copy this recording or any other material, provide copies of either to anyone else, or make a commercial use of them without prior permission from me.
Student Responsibilities and Resources 

As a member of the University of Connecticut student community, you are held to certain standards and academic policies. In addition, there are numerous resources available to help you succeed in your academic work. 
Review these important standards, policies and resources, which include:

· The Student Code
· Resources on Avoiding Cheating and Plagiarism
· Academic, Scholarly, and Professional Integrity and Misconduct (ASPIM)
· Copyrighted Materials
· Credit Hours and Workload
· Netiquette and Communication
· Adding or Dropping a Course
· Academic Calendar
· Policy Against Discrimination, Harassment, and Inappropriate Romantic Relationships
· Sexual Assault Reporting Policy
Student Health and Wellness

The University of Connecticut strives to support the optimal well-being of all students. Student Health and Wellness (SHaW) offers a comprehensive set of services including medical care, mental health, and health promotion.
Students with Disabilities

The University of Connecticut is committed to protecting the rights of individuals with disabilities and assuring that the learning environment is accessible. Students who require accommodations should contact the Center for Students with Disabilities, Wilbur Cross Building Room 204, (860) 486-2020 or http://csd.uconn.edu/.

Blackboard measures and evaluates accessibility using two sets of standards: the WCAG 2.0 standards issued by the World Wide Web Consortium (W3C) and Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act issued in the United States federal government.” (Retrieved March 24, 2013, from Blackboard's website)


Software/Technical Requirements (with Accessibility and Privacy Information)

The University has set minimum device requirements for all students. NOTE: Chromebooks do not meet the minimum requirements.

The software/technical requirements for this course include:

· [bookmark: _heading=h.1t3h5sf]HuskyCT/Blackboard (HuskyCT/ Blackboard Accessibility Statement, HuskyCT/ Blackboard Privacy Policy)
· Microsoft Office (free to UConn students) (Microsoft Accessibility Statement, Microsoft Privacy Statement)
· Dedicated access to high-speed internet with a minimum speed of 1.5 Mbps (4 Mbps or higher is recommended).
· Webcam
· GoReact is used with HuskyCT (Accessibility Statement, Privacy Statement)

For information on managing your privacy at the University of Connecticut, visit the University’s Privacy page.

NOTE: This course has NOT been designed for use with mobile devices.
Help

This course is facilitated online using the learning management platform, HuskyCT. The IT Knowledge Base provides students with support, troubleshooting, and how-to information about HuskyCT. The IT Knowledge Base includes a video tour of HuskyCT.

For technical help with HuskyCT, you have access to the in-person/live person support options available during regular business hours through the Technology Support Center. You also have 24x7 Course Support outside of business hours, including access to live chat, phone, and support documents.

Technical and Academic Help provides a guide to frequently asked questions for online students.

Study Groups 

Are you interested in forming a study group with other students in the class?  There is a study group application in Nexus that can help you get started. View this video for more information.
Minimum Technical Skills

To be successful in this course, you will need the following technical skills:

· Use electronic mail with attachments.
· Save files in commonly used word processing program formats.
· Copy and paste text, graphics, or hyperlinks.
· Work within two or more browser windows simultaneously.
· Open and access PDF files. 


Evaluation of the Course
[bookmark: bookmark=id.4d34og8]
Students will be provided an opportunity to evaluate instruction in this course using the University's Student Evaluation of Teaching (SET), which is administered by the Office of Budget, Planning and Institutional Research (BPIR).

Additional informal formative surveys may also be administered within the course as an optional evaluation tool.
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